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Preface

Karen L. Schnitzspahn, June 1999

When I first moved to the Red Bank area in 1970,1 read eagerly about The 
Community YMCA's new building on Maple Avenue in the local newspa
pers. Never did I dream back then that almost three decades later I would 
have the honor of writing the history of the Association for its 125th anniver
sary celebration!

As many parents did, I enrolled my children in swimming classes at the 
new Red Bank Branch. At first, I was unaware just how much more there is to 
this diverse organization! Over the years, I began to learn more about Camp 
Arrowhead, the child-care programs, and the counseling of Family Services.

It is not possible to fit every single event related to The Community YMCA's 
development into this one book. Nor is it possible to mention each wonder
ful individual who has helped the Y to grow.

So, as I began to sift through the materials dating back tol874,1 decided 
that the early history urgently needs to be "rescued" before it fades into 
oblivion. The more recent years - the past quarter century - need a little more 
time to age before they can be truly placed into the proper perspective. Hope
fully, someone will continue someday where I've left off and fill in more de
tails - perhaps for the 150th Anniversary that will be celebrated in 2024.

This book would not be possible without the research conducted by the 
History Committee of The Community YMCA. Chairperson George Lavigne 
and the members of the committee diligently gathered information to estab
lish The Community YMCA archives. I thank them for their work and for 
giving me the opportunity to meet the challenge of compiling and writing 
this chronicle.

Newspaper clippings from publicity scrapbooks in the archives and board 
minute books provided a great deal of the research material. I've aimed for 
accuracy but there may have been errors or misrepresentations made in these 
previous sources.

Throughout this book, I have compared The Community YMCA to a sturdy 
tree. It is a "family tree" with strong roots. I know this image has been used 
often, but honestly, I can think of no better comparison! Instead of trying to 
find something unusual, I've used what 1 believe best represents The Com
munity YMCA and its strong legacy.

As a child, I lived near the birthplace of poet Joyce Kilmer in New 
Brunswick, New Jersey. He wrote the well-known verse, "Trees." You know, 
the one that begins "I think that I shall never see, A poem lovely as a tree." 
The last two lines of that oft-recited rhyme come to my mind now: "Poems 
are made by fools like me, But only God can make a tree."
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Sir George Williams, founder of the YMCA movement in London.

THE ROOTS OF A STURDY TREE

Today's Young Men's Christian Association (YMCA) represents a thriv
ing international community service organization dedicated to strength
ening families, promoting youth leadership, increasing understanding 
throughout the world, encouraging good health, and aiding in commu
nity development. More than two thousand YMCAs now benefit both 
men and women of all ages, incomes, abilities, races, and religions in fifty 
states and over 200 countries.

In its earliest days, the YMCA revolved around religion. Today, reli
gion continues to be the backbone of the Association's philosophy as it 
puts Judeo-Christian principles into practice through its programs. A look 
back at the history of the YMCA movement shows how one man's devo
tion to religion and moral values in 1844 nurtured the seed that sprouted 
to become a sturdy tree with many branches. The tree burgeoned into a 
global network of trees that maintain their sturdy roots - The YMCA.

THE DAWN OF THE ASSOCIATION IN ENGLAND

The world has gone through tremendous changes since the beginning 
of the YMCA in 1844. At that time, during the Industrial Revolution, soci
ety was making the transition from agricultural to industrial. Transporta
tion improved and created greater mobility particularly with the coming 
of railroads. The population increased and people flocked to the cities for 
employment in factories and retail businesses. However, the advances in 
technology did not guarantee good working conditions. Working hours 
were long, and the pay was low. Fair labor standards were not in com
mon practice as yet. Children toiled long hard hours, and disease was 
rampant. When workers did manage to get some free time, they were 
lured by the vices of the big cities. These included drinking, gambling and 
prostitution.

FROM THE FARM TO THE CITY

London, England, in the mid-nineteenth century was such a metropo
lis where many farm boys from the country ventured to find jobs. Sud
denly, these young men were faced with the temptations of decadent city 
life. They were lonely and often afraid. In 1844, a young draper named 
George Williams who came from a farm in Somerset organized a meeting 
of his fellow workers at Hitchcock and Rogers, a London dry good business.
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The first rooms of the Boston YMCA 
were on the fourth floor of this building 
at Summer and Washington Streets in 
1852.
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THE YMCA CROSSES THE OCEAN
In the 1850s, "manifest destiny" preoccupied the minds of Americans. 

The nation was rapidly expanding with people continuing to trek west
ward after the California Gold Rush of 1849. Bitter debates over slavery 
divided the country. Many Americans were moving from country to city 
and seeking jobs in the growing industries.

The United States was developing its reputation as a melting pot. The 
potato famine in Ireland prompted many starving Irish people to immi
grate to America. Negro abolitionist leader Frederick Douglass spoke out 
in favor of political action against slavery. Herman Melville's epic Moby 
Dick was released, and the clipper ship Flying Cloud set a record voyag
ing from New York to San Francisco in 89 days, 21 hours.

In Boston, after reading about the London YMCA, a retired sea captain 
named Thomas Valentine Sullivan decided to visit England to leam more 
about the Association. He had read an article about the London Associa
tion in the Boston Watchman and Reflector written by a young writer 
who had made a visit to The Great Exhibition of 1851 held at the Crystal 
Place in London. Over six million visitors viewed the fair's marvels in 
just six months. The huge exposition provided a place where the new 
Association, the YMCA, could make itself known.

Captain Sullivan was a lay missionary for the Baptist Church and had 
great concern about the welfare of innocent young men who were facing 
temptations in the cities. Upon his return to Boston in 1851, he organized 
a meeting that resulted in the formation of the first YMCA in the United 
States. The YMCA in Montreal followed just a few weeks later.

KNIGHTHOOD FOR GEORGE WILLIAMS

In 1894, Queen Victoria knighted George Williams "for his distinguished 
service to the cause of humanity." He is recognized and respected today 
as the founder of the YMCA movement. But the YMCA of Sir George 
Williams' day did not include the symbol of the triangle representing mind, 
body, and spirit. It was an evangelical movement in which the members 
concentrated on winning young men to Christ and ensuring religious ser
vices at their places of work. Just two years after its beginning, however, 
the YMCA did state its purpose to be both the spiritual and mental im
provement of young men.

Sir George Williams was a fine Christian leader and a talented orga
nizer who possessed the ability to choose strong leaders for the YMCA. 
He demonstrated this skill by choosing Lord Shaftsbury (1804-1885) who 
became the first president of the YMCA and is remembered as a great 
humanitarian.

Called "the last of the merchant philanthropists," George Williams al
ways kept up with his career in the dry goods store, believing that his 
Christian beliefs made him a fair businessman. He became a partner in 
the firm that was renamed George Hitchcock Williams and Co., and mar
ried his employer's daughter. He died in 1905 at the age of eighty-three and 
his body rests in a place of honor in the crypt of St. Paul's Cathedral, London.

Something was desperately needed to maintain Christian values and 
Williams asked the question "What can be done for these young men?" 
The assembly of the young clerks organized by Williams represents the 
start of the world movement known as The Young Men's Christian Asso
ciation with initials that would become commonly known all over the 
world.

At first, the sole objective of the Association was to win young men to 
Christ and to improve the spiritual life of young men who worked in the 
dry goods business and other trades. It was the birth of a fundamentalist 
movement rather than merely a meeting that established an organization 
to conduct religious services at places of commerce. The YMCA emerged 
not only as an outgrowth of the problems that stemmed from the Indus
trial Revolution but also because of the evangelical revival brewing at the 
time.

Ignoring the traditional mores of the nineteenth century, the YMCA 
began as an ecumenical Christian Association. The first YMCA included 
Anglicans (Church of England), Methodists, Congregationalists, Presby
terians and Baptists.

In August 1855, the YMCA held an international conference in Paris 
that was attended by delegates from sixteen countries. By that time, there 
were over three hundred local YMCAs in existence or approximately one 
for every twelve days of its survival! According to a history pamphlet 
printed by today's YMCA, England: "It was the first International Con
ference organized by anyone and is recognized for this by an entry in the 
Shell Book of Firsts."
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William Alphaeus Hunton, 
YMCA Executive for Work 
with African-Americans, c. 1900. First Basketball Team at the YMCA 

International School, Springfield, 
Massachusetts, 1892. James Naismith in 
center wearing street clothes.

THE YMCA'S FAMOUS "FIRSTS"

Throughout the course of the Association's history, YMCAs have cre
ated innovative programs to serve not only their members but their com
munities as well. To name and describe them in detail would fill volumes 
and cannot be accomplished in this commemorative overview of The 
Community YMCA. However, a few of the YMCA "firsts" should be 
mentioned.

In the 1880s, Luther Gulick who was responsible for curriculum devel
opment at Springfield College in Massachusetts, home of the International 
YMCA Training School, developed the inverted triangle as the YMCA's 
insignia. He added the words "spirit, mind and body" (now usually re
ferred to as "mind, body and spirit") to the three sides of the figure.

Several sports can be attributed to the YMCA in America. The inven
tion of basketball is credited to James Naismith, a Springfield College stu-

PEOPLE OF COLOR
In 1876, the year of the nation's centennial, the 25th anniversary meet

ing of the YMCA in North America was held. A resolution was made to 
create a position for "a man in the field" who would encourage Associa
tion work for "colored" people. Sir George Williams, the YMCA's founder, 
attended that convention and supported the idea. At first white men were 
employed to do the job, but the "right man" for the work was waiting in 
the wings.

As the YMCA movement swept the country, churches realized that 
people of color should be accepted but before missionaries could even do 
their work, minorities were helping themselves. In 1853, the first Associa
tion for "colored men" founded by Anthony Bowen, a freed slave who 
worked in the government patent office, was established in the District of 
Columbia.

William Alphaeus Hunton made history as the first black secretary of 
the "colored" men's department of the International Committee of the 
YMCA. Hunton, the son of a slave who bought his freedom, was bom in 
Canada. He was active with the YMCA in Ottawa and worked for the 
Bureau of Indian Affairs. He then became general secretary of the "col
ored" Association in the United States at Norfolk, Virginia in 1888. By 
1891, the International Committee asked Hunton to be on their staff. 
Hunton was hired and he worked on forming or assisting over 100 Asso
ciations at black colleges.

In the Great Plains, Sioux Indians were reading the Gospel and form
ing their own YMCAs. Charles Eastman, a Native American who was a 
physician became the International Committee's first "Indian" secretary 
from 1895-1898.

The sturdy tree with its roots in London now had strong new offshoots 
far across the ocean in North America. For most people, equality and re
spect for all cultures was still a long way off, but at least there was some 
progress.

dent. In 1891, he invented a winter pastime improvising with peach bas
kets that developed into the game of "basket ball" (spelled as two words 
at first). Other sports included in the YMCA's long list of "firsts" include 
volleyball, softball, and racquetball.

In 1909, The YMCA inaugurated a challenging crusade "to teach every 
man and boy in North America" to swim. During the early twentieth cen
tury, there were many drownings in the United States and water safety 
was an important issue. The YMCA provided innovative programs in 
water safety methods and swimming instruction. Today, Associations all 
over the country conduct classes in their pools, and so many people can 
proudly say, "I learned to swim at the Y."

These are but a few of the many wonderful "gifts" that the YMCA has 
provided to better serve us all. The Community YMCA's 125-year history 
as told here will illustrate how its strong legacy was put into action. To
day, in 1999, the three sturdy branches of The Community YMCA - Red 
Bank Branch, Arrowhead Branch, and Family Services Branch - continue 
to grow and serve the community into the millennium.
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Chapter I

The Formative Years

"At Red Bank" by Granville Perkins from 
Picturesque America, 1872.

THE FOUNDING OF THE YOUNG MEN'S 
CHRISTIAN ASSOCIATION AT RED BANK

Red Bank during the era of reconstruction was hardly considered a big 
city, but it was a busy town and a social and shopping hub for the sur
rounding rural areas. In Picturesque America, the monumental 1872 work 
edited by William Cullen Bryant, Red Bank is described as the most im
portant town on the Navesink. The description by O.B. Bunce provides a 
look back at what Red Bank was like in the 1870s:

"Red Bank is, in every sense, a pretty village, and what perhaps is bet
ter, a thriving one ... It is a town built up in the interests that pertain to a 
great metropolis, being a sort of entrepot for a large agricultural county, 
the products of which center here for transportation to the city. In 1830, 
only two houses stood upon its present site; and now its avenues of cot
tages and villages extend for miles, while whole fleets of vessels are occu
pied in its commerce. It is a village without 'slums,' or unpleasant quar
ters; poverty would seem to be unknown within its borders. Its streets are 
shaded with arching trees, and lined with neat cottages; and all the pros
pects from the place are full of pleasantness. Handsome villas front the 
main avenues, the rear windows of which overlook the river and the green 
shores of its opposite boundary. Rarely, do we find in an American town, 
this union of thrift and beauty; for usually where enterprise consents to 
inspire a people, its energy leaves rude gashes upon the landscape."

The working conditions in the Red Bank area were different from those 
in London or in Boston. However, the basic goals of the people in 
Monmouth County and especially the clergy were similar. They were both 
deeply concerned about their working young men and wanted to be sure 
their morals were not corrupted and that they would heed the words of 
the Gospel.

In the mid-1870s, President Ulysses S. Grant enjoyed his "summer White 
House" in the Elberon section of Long Branch. The rich and famous were 
frequenting the New Jersey coast with its hotels, gambling houses, and 
race tracks. An unscrupulous and decadent society permeated the 
Monmouth County resorts while life went on as usual for the hard-work
ing local people.

A TIME FOR HEALING AND FOR GROWTH

Soon after the beginning of the Civil War, in 1861, the Young Men's 
Christian Associations met in New York and formed the United States 
Christian Commission. One of their goals was to aid soldiers by provid
ing Bibles and bringing religion to the field. The Commission also real
ized that they could take care of other practical needs. Their volunteers 
served hot coffee, bread, and fresh fruit to soldiers coming home. Del
egates, as the volunteers were called, also opened schools for "colored" 
soldiers, wrote letters for soldiers who needed assistance, and circulated 
books from lending libraries.

As the cataclysmic war ended and the nation began its reconstruction, 
there was much emotional and spiritual healing taking place. The small 
humanitarian services provided by the Christian Commission during the 
war were important no matter how inconsequential they may sound. Af
ter the war, there was renewed interest in religion to help bring a tom and 
tattered nation back together again.YMCAs were cropping up in many 
areas. The "Y" movement took on an increasingly important role in the 
mending of the nation.

In The History of the Y.M.C.A. in America, author C. Howard Hopkins 
states: "The American Association Movement grew to maturity in the last 
third of the nineteenth century. This was the most dynamic period of eco
nomic and social change in the history of the United States, for during it 
the gigantic forces of capitalism and industry transformed the essentially 
rural nation of the pre-Civil War era into the modern America of facto
ries, cities, and rapid communication and transportation."

Industry in the once agricultural State of New Jersey boomed, and many 
farm boys moved to urban areas seeking jobs. In some ways, the situation 
was parallel to the transition that went on in England a few decades ear
lier when George Williams founded the first YMCA.

In New Jersey, the first annual convention of YMCAs of the State of 
New Jersey took place in Elizabeth on October 1 and 2,1867. Eight Asso
ciations were represented by 75 delegates. After that, annual State con
ventions were held at various locations of the host Associations. The roots 
of the sturdy tree remained firmly planted, the strife of war did not de
stroy it, and the tree was growing rapidly.
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Pages from the Original Constitution of 
the Red Bank Association, March 16, 
1874, and pages from amendments of 
April 25, 1876.

The old Presbyterian Church on the 
northeast corner of Broad and Wallace 
Streets, c. 1870s, an early meeting place 
of the YMCA.

MEETINGS AT HADDON'S HALL

Although the exact location of the very first Red Bank meeting is not 
clearly indicated, it is known that the group met on the second Tuesday

c - /Y : r/ J./

In 1874, a group of concerned area pastors and businessmen founded a 
local Young Men's Christian Association for the purpose of improving 
the spiritual, moral, mental, social, and physical conditions of its mem
bers. This was a time when lay people involved themselves in such activi
ties working closely with the clergy.

A CONSTITUTION FOR
THE FIRST RED BANK YMCA

On March 16, 1874, the newly formed Young Men's Christian Associa
tion at Red Bank adopted a constitution. The preamble began as follows: 
"We, the subscribers, desirous of combining the Christian influence and 
stimulating the duty of the young men of this town and vicinity and pro
moting the growth of Evangelical religion in our midst, do hereby form 
ourselves into an Association . . ."

There is little doubt that the early Red Bank YMCA was intended for 
men. However, it is fascinating to note that an amendment was added 
very soon after to read that membership fees would be "two dollars for 
males and one dollar for females, annually in advance." The women were 
responsible for making baked goods and serving tea, not for attending 
meetings or decision making. A festival was soon held to benefit the new 
YMCA. Women would be the organizers and workers for such an event. 
Did they get any privileges for their dollar membership? Probably not, 
but it was still a tiny step forward. At least they were members of the 
Association in a world that did not yet accept women into such organiza
tions in the male dominated society of the nineteenth century.

evening of each month. Most likely, early meetings were held at the Pres
byterian Church that was on the corner of Broad and Wallace Streets.

A new home for the budding YMCAs was announced four years after 
its inception. A notice appeared in the very first issue, Volume I, No.l, of 
the Red Bank Register on June 27, 1878 stating: "The Young Men's Chris
tian Association has rented the hall in Haddon's new brick building, which 
they expect to occupy about the first of July."

According to records at today's Monmouth County Archives, this was 
the building on the southwest corner of Broad and White Streets. The 
Register's offices were only a building away, across White Street from 
Haddon's building. William Haddon, a goldbeater (a nineteenth century 
profession - one who hammers gold into decorative gold leaf), lived in a 
house on the southwest corner of Broad and White Streets. The house 
was moved around the corner to the southern side of White Street in the 
late 1870s and a new brick commercial building replaced it. The structure,

A building where early YMCA meetings 
were held, "Haddon's Hall" on the 
southwest corner of Broad and White 
Streets, Red Bank, c. 1880s when it 
housed a "home decorating" store.

y. ''
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win souls for Christ; that if we consecrate ourselves to this work, the Lord 
will accept and bless our efforts. I shall enter into correspondence with 
and visit you as soon as time will permit."

Secretary Meeker kept his promise and set out to visit the various Ys in 
the state. In January of 1876, he arrived in Red Bank. In his report, he said: 
"The attendance at all of the meetings was large and the interest intense. 
The last meeting was a memorable one. The Holy Ghost fell on all." 
Meeker's visit made a tremendous impact on the people of the Red Bank 
area who turned out in force to hear his speeches.

RED BANK AT EARLY NEW JERSEY STATE
YMCA CONVENTION

By the 1870s, YMCAs were active throughout the State of New Jersey. 
At the Seventh Annual State Convention of the YMCA at the First Pres
byterian Church in Orange on May 20 and 21, 1874, the attendance was 
good and the delegates enjoyed the gathering. Red Bank was one of the 
six newly-formed New Jersey YMCAs represented at the convention. The 
minutes show that there were 33 New Jersey YMCAs, 18 of which were 
represented by approximately 70 delegates. The Reverend EJ. Foote, pas
tor of the Middletown Baptist Church was the delegate from the Red Bank 
YMCA. The total New Jersey membership at that time was 4,244 and four 
had buildings of their own. Despite the six new organizations the mortal
ity rate of the Association was apparently high as eight prior Y's had their 
names removed by the time of the State Convention.

although greatly remodeled and expanded, is still easily recognizable to
day and is the home of The Royal Box, a card and gift shop.

THE REVEREND F RECK HARBAUGH

In a letter dated February 15,1876, Reverend Fullerton Reck Harbaugh, 
pastor of the old Red Bank Presbyterian Church and a leading founder of 
the Red Bank YMCA, notes that the meeting on the last night of Meeker's 
visit was "a night and an experience long to be remembered by me. No 
place on earth was ever more sweetly awful than that house of God that 
night. The Lord was in the place and 600 souls felt it." This represents a 
huge revival meeting turnout for a small town like Red Bank. The exact 
location of the meeting is not mentioned, but it must have been an excep
tionally large church or hall to hold such a crowd. To this date, the specific 
whereabouts of the meeting remains a mystery.

The Reverend Harbaugh apparently did much to organize the YMCA. 
He was the first pastor in 1853 of the Presbyterian Church which was a 
wooden structure on the northeast corner of Broad and Wallace Streets. 
Harbaugh, a graduate of The College of New Jersey and the Princeton 
Theological Seminary, was licensed by the Presbytery of New Brunswick 
in 1853 and was installed at Red Bank that same year. He stayed for only 
a year but returned to the Red Bank church from May 1874, when the 
YMCA began, to April 1879. Advancing years and poor health made it 
impossible for him to continue as pastor. He made a valuable contribu
tion to the community with his work in establishing the YMCA. Harbaugh 
who was married and had one daughter, continued to live in Red Bank 
until his death in 1900 at age seventy-one. He is remembered as "a man of 
scholarly attainments and studious habits. Fie was an able expositor of 
the Word, and a kind and faithful pastor."

Reverend J. Styles, pastor of the Methodist Episcopal Church of Red 
Bank wrote in regard to Meeker's 1876 visit: "I am sure your visit to Red 
Bank was a grand good thing for the town. Since you were here we have 
been holding extra meetings and about thirty have been converted."

In 1876, the Red Bank YMCA had 30 active members. Meeker noted 
that about 100 devotional meetings had been held during the year. This is 
consistent with the 1876 annual report that showed 25 members. Not much 
is known about the Association during these early years, but most activi
ties probably centered around Bible studies and prayer groups.

In 1877 the Red Bank "Y" is listed in the State Association Report as 
having 30 members. W. D. Hubbard was president and A.Fl. White the 
corresponding secretary. Expenses for the group totaled a whopping

OF HANDKERCHIEFS AND REVOLVERS

Reverend Peltz, one of the many speakers at the convention, made an 
amusing reference to Grimes, a character in Mark Twain's Innocents 
Abroad. Grimes carried a handkerchief in one hand to swallow up his 
tears and a revolver in the other. The speaker said that "handkerchiefs 
and revolvers should be put away and instead of weeping or fighting 
there should be genuine earnest work carried on in a Christian spirit."

Reverend Peltz also said that "the majority of those who go into the 
Church seem to feel like passengers on a splendid steamer, that they have 
nothing to do but eat, drink and be merry, while the captain, engineer, 
firemen, etc. run the ship." The point of his vividly illustrated speech was 
that the goal of the Associations should be to increase the number of those 
who work for Christ. That is what the YMCA was all about - working for 
Christ by conducting prayer meetings and instilling moral values in young 
men.

The afternoon sermons at the 1874 State Convention included disserta
tions on "The Perils of Young Men" which included dealing with the evils 
of "intemperance" and "pernicious literature." The evening subject for 
discussion, "The Need of Personal Religious Work and the Influence of 
Christian Homes upon Young Men" proved to be a well-received topic. 
"The strongest force in moulding the character is the home of the youth." 
The issues of strong values at that time seem interestingly parallel to the 
needs of youths in the late twentieth century and the campaigns for strong 
family values. At the close of the convention, the delegates went to the 
rooms of the YMCA "where sandwiches, ice cream, and a cake were par
taken with a keen relish."

At the next Annual State Convention, in 1875, a full-time secretary to 
serve all of the YMCAs of New Jersey was elected. J. M. Meeker was cho
sen and in his letter of acceptance, he stated his mission: "Our object is to
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A winter scene with buggies and 
sleighs looking south on Broad 
Street, Red Bank, c. 1880s.

twenty-two dollars! Although most of the group's activities centered on 
Bible studies, they offered some social events.

A YMCA FESTIVAL AT HADDON HALL

In July 1878, The Red Bank Register reports: "Haddon Hall on the oc
casion of the fair and festival held by the Y.M.C.A. last Friday and Satur
day evenings was thronged with people the greater part of the time not
withstanding the heat. On entering the hall, the first object that attracted 
the attention was the post-office of the festival. Through this medium let
ters could be forwarded to any person in the room in payment of a trifling 
fee. Ranged around the room were tables with all sorts of refreshments, 
large and handsome cakes, watermelons, confectionery, etc. and presided 
over by young ladies." This was most likely the extent of the female par
ticipation in the Association at that time. By November 1878, the Red Bank 
YMCA was described as having a newly furnished hall, being entirely 
out of debt, and having money in their treasury.

CHANGES IN THE 1880s

The activities of the YMCA seem to have faded out in the 1880s. An 
attempt to get things going by Red Bank carriage maker John W. Mount 
in 1885 is often mentioned briefly in later accounts of the YMCA's devel
opment in Red Bank, but details are not available. There is no listing for 
Red Bank for the years 1884-85 in the Year Book of United States YMCAs. 
It seems that the Association simply could not get off the ground in those 
years. However, with the turn of the century, the idea of an active YMCA 
became a priority for Red Bankers.

The YMCA began with the articles of 1874 and early meetings at the 
Presbyterian Church and Haddon's Hall. But the history of The Commu
nity YMCA as we know it today really begins about a century ago. The 
strong roots and religious principles remain, and they will always be there. 
The Association would sprout many more branches that would grow and 
adapt to the changing lifestyles of the twentieth century.

WELCOME TO THE TWENTIETH CENTURY

In 1900, America entered an unprecedented age of technological ad
vances and previously unknown personal freedoms. The stifling Victo
rian years finally ended. Leisure time activities that were beginning to 
unfold in the late 1800s now had the opportunity to blossom with the 
dawn of the twentieth century.

The first quarter of the twentieth century encompassed a variety of 
monumental events including the Wright brothers' first flight (1903), the 
sinking of the Titanic (1912), the rise of the automobile with the Model T 
(1908), and America's entrance into the Great War (1917). Once again, as 
they had done during the Civil War, the YMCA's Christian Commission 
provided necessities and amenities for soldiers. When they could not ob
tain goods, the Commission established factories to manufacture what
ever the soldiers needed from staples like flour to extras like candy and 
even baseball bats.

After the war that later became known as The First World War, America 
entered that decade we call the "Roaring Twenties." Flappers and speak
easies characterized the era. In 1920, women gained the right to vote, but

Men at an unidentified YMCA 
practicing gymnastics, a new craze 
at the turn of the century.
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ation. Yachting on the Navesink River

A trolley on Broad Street, Red Bank, 
near Front Street, c. 1900.it would be a long time before they would truly be accepted in positions 

traditionally held by men. It was also a difficult time of racial prejudice 
and bigotry, and the American family needed institutions that would help 
their young people to stay healthy both physically, morally and spiritu
ally.

THE RISE OF PHYSICAL CULTURE

During the first two decades of the twentieth century, the phenomenon 
called "physical culture" became "all the rage." Taking care of the "body 
beautiful" would now be a ritual and enjoyable aspect of everyday living 
whereas prayer and Bible reading dominated daily routines just a half 
century earlier.

The churches, although still of great importance, were no longer the 
only centers for mingling with others. Now, people would discover the 
joy of places to exercise, play games, and socialize. A new type of facility 
emerged that stressed physical activity and provided educational lectures, 
but prayer groups and Bible studies continued to be important aspects of 
the Association's activities. The integration of mind, body and spirit that 
epitomizes the Christian ideals of the YMCA gained the chance to de
velop more fully during this era.

After the assassination of President William McKinley in 1901, Vice 
President Theodore Roosevelt moved into the Oval Office. In 1905, 
Roosevelt took the oath for his first full term as president. "Teddy," known 
by all as a former "Rough Rider" actively participated in sports and out
door activities and personified the growing American interest in physical 
fitness.

While established Americans were beginning to enjoy new athletic 
pursuits, thousands of weary but enthusiastic immigrants poured into 
Ellis Island daily to make America their home. It was an era of contrasts. 
The super rich built splendid city mansions and country estates while 
workers lived in the squalor of rundown urban tenements. Despite some 
trust-busting, the robber barons kept control over the major corporations 
and society ladies entertained in the name of charity. Automobiles were 
beginning to get attention, and people were pumping nickels into a new 
machine called the "nickelodeon" to get a peek at moving pictures.

iceboating reigned during those bone-chilling winters of the era when the 
river would freeze solid. Restaurants, theaters and other places of enter
tainment began to flourish. People came to Red Bank to work and to settle 
in a growing community only 35 miles from New York City.

Articles in the Red Bank Register from 1902 show the movement to
ward the re-establishment of a Young Men's Christian Association at Red 
Bank. On January 29,1902, a headline reads: "SUCCESS SEEMS ASSURED, 
AboutTwo Hundred Young Men Have Signified Their Willingness To Join 
the Association - Business Men Soliciting Funds." The organization would 
need an operating budget of $2,000 to begin. A committee composed of 
prominent Red Bankers Edmund Wilson, Fred W. Elope, Henry M. Nevius, 
Newton Doremus, John King, Enoch L. Cowart, Robert MacDonald, S. H. 
Allen, Warren Smock and Charles H. Ivins were soliciting subscriptions 
to cover the $1,000 that would still be needed for the first year's expenses 
after the 200 young men each paid dues of five dollars.

In June, 1904, a "certificate of organization" was drawn up by Red Bank 
lawyer John S. Applegate Jr. for The Young Men's Christian Association. 
It opened as follows: "This is to certify, That We, Charles C. Copeland, 
John W. Mount, William S. Child, Robert G. McDonald, Jeremiah E. Sayre, 
Edward S. Allaire, Warren FI. Smock, Lewis P. Conklin, Richard A. Strong, 
Fred D. Wikoff, William W. Letson, Thomas Voorhees, William A. Flop
ping, Flenry M. Nevius, Clarence White do hereby associate ourselves 
into an Association under an act of the Legislature of the State of New 
Jersey entitled "An Act to Incorporate Trustees of Religious Societies (Re
vision) approved April ninth 1875...

The chief office of the newly incorporated Association was at the "Lec
ture Room of the Presbyterian Church at the corner of Broad and Wallace

RED BANK, A HUB FOR BUSINESS AND RECREATION

The Borough of Red Bank in Monmouth County had a population of 
about 6,000 at the beginning of the twentieth century. The downtown 
streets bustled with far more shoppers and excitement than the popular 
river port had seen in the late nineteenth century. Well-established busi
nesses such as dry goods, shoes and jewelry stores brought in customers 
from rural areas. Trolley cars clanged down the center of Broad and 
Monmouth Streets and the trolley service was expanded that year from 
Red Bank to Keyport.

Red Bank provided a hub for business as well as a resort area for recre- 
— -------— —' was popular in the summer and

■
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Judge Henry M. Nevius

indicating the YMCA building next to the 
old Borough Hall on the right.

The YMCA building on 
Monmouth Street next to the old 
Borough Hall, c. 1908.

Streets." The church that was most likely the earliest meeting place of the 
Association would now house a temporary office while the search for a 
building began.

In June 1904, the officers were named for the YMCA with Edmund 
Wilson as president of the Board of Trustees. Henry M. Nevius was elected 
as president of the Board of Directors.

and looked at several vacant building lots but would have to settle for 
remodeling the VanSchoick Hall on Monmouth Street until more funds 
could be raised. Architect William Shoemaker was employed to oversee 
the remodeling.

THE DEDICATION

The official dedication ceremony took place on July 23, 1905 in the up
stairs gymnasium. The gym that could comfortably hold about 350 people 
was overflowing with over 450 attendees. The lively audience sang "Sun
shine in the Soul" just before the invocation. The audience enjoyed hymns 
and prayers and a dedicatory address given by Rev. Charles L. Mead of 
Newark. Mr. John W. Mount, as chairman of the building committee pre
sented the keys to Mr. Henry M. Nevius, a Red Bank lawyer and judge, 
president of the Y Board of Directors.

In Reverend Mead's speech, he remarked that the YMCA "attracted 
young men from places of baneful influence and provided them with 
harmless recreation and valuable instruction." He asserted that "evil as
sociations formed in youth were hard to get away from and for that rea
son a society like the Young Men's Christian Association was a splendid 
thing for a young man to join."

Those attending the ceremonies were thrilled with the rooms. After 
the ceremonies, they sipped lemonade and chatted. Then, while the guests 
inspected the downstairs rooms, the young boys attending tried out the 
gym equipment upstairs. The "flying rings," punching bags and other 
apparatus were of great interest. When it came time to go home, it was 
hard to get the boys to leave!

THE BUILDING NEXT TO THE BOROUGH HALL

On Red Bank's Monmouth Street, off Broad Street, shops and businesses 
were cropping up but there were still private residences as well. A com
mercial building next to the Shrewsbury Township Borough Hall (later to 
become the Red Bank Borough Hall until 1958 and Police Station until 
1997 - the building still stands) was purchased by the YMCA from William 
A. VanSchoick.

The Monmouth Street building was originally constructed as a recre
ation hall in the 1890s and was operated by Henry Denise and Joseph 
Conover. The lot was 50 x 150 feet. A feature of the two-story frame build
ing was a large second floor bowling alley that must have made the facil
ity especially appealing to the YMCA planners. The first floor of the build
ing at the time was occupied by Albert C. Harrison's wallpaper store but 
his lease would expire in April, 1905. The price paid by the Y for the 
Monmouth Street property was $ 4,000.

The Young Men's Christian Association was hoping to get their own 
A 1908 postcard view of Monmouth Street building erected at a cost of about $15,000. They even contacted architect 

Joseph Swannell (who designed St. James Catholic Church on Broad Street)

iUL
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PHYSICAL

DEPARTMENT

Red Bank, New Jersey

YOUNG MEN’S CHRISTIAN ASSOCIATION.

Red Bank, N. J.. .. . 190

Secretary Board of Directors

General Secretary.

A standard postcard from the early 
twentieth century (note the "190_ ")
announcing acceptance of membership in 
the YMCA for a fee of $5.00 per year.

The only such facility in Red Bank, the Monmouth Street "Y's" well- 
equipped (for its day!) gymnasium proved to be popular. However, the 
newly formed Association still had a financial deficit to deal with for their 
operating budget and wanted to solicit funds to construct a new and bet
ter building. To raise money for the YMCA, a big fair that would draw in 
local crowds took place in February 1905.

Young Men’s 
Christian 
Association
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The 1907 Orientals, a Y cage basketball 
team. Holding the ball is Fred Magee 
(team manager and brother of Eugene), 
seated center left is Jack Higgins and 
seated right is Eugene Magee (he would 
later run men's clothing store Clayton & 
Magee, a Red Bank institution that closed 
in early 1999). Standing left to right are 
Harold Holmes, Corlies Thompson and 
James Angelo.
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The cover and a page from a promotional 
pamphlet, showing the YMCA's 
Monmouth Street gym, c. 1908.
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5^. A SUCCESSFUL FUND-RAISING FAIR

Newspaper reports of the 1905 fair described it as “the greatest ever 
held in town." The event cleared nearly $3,000 for the YMCA fund. Fif
teen booths lined the hall and each was dressed in the colors of the vari
ous countries they represented. Some popular booths included a flower

THE ONLY GYM IN RED BANK

The gymnasium was truly spectacular for its time. A flyer for the Physical 
Department of the Red Bank Young Men's Christian Association for the Fall 
of 1908 describes the gym as 40 x 50 feet, well-lit and properly heated using 
steam during the winter. "The outline of work for the different classes will 
consist of dumb-bell and wand drills, marching and sitting-up exercises. The 
pulley weights, traveling rings and punching bag furnish ample opportunity 
for individual work. As the classes advance, the heavier pieces of apparatus 
work will be taken up. There will be indoor athletic contests." Religious meet
ings were held on Sunday afternoons and Bible studies conducted by the 
Red Bank YMCA's first secretary, Charles T. Rea.

YlWlMrBlflw \lr-il.i
Clo« 10 00 P M

Schedule Hi.-h Sd>«J B->. -M..n<i.v. 
day. J.-30 Io 5:00 I* M.
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I* M Saturday. 9:00 to 10:10 A M

Boy, D<-r>>fte:-n’-On:ond Section. I iir-rday J 1*1
5 45 I’. M. Siturday. 10:50 Io I III A M

Dear Sirs:
We are pleased to report that your application for membership in 

the Association has been favorably aCled upon by the Board of Di
rectors. Membership ticket may be secured upon payment of the 
annual fee of ($5.00) or presentation of receipt for membership fee, at 
the office of the Association, together with this card.

We trust your connection with the Association will be mutually 
pleasant and profitable.

Yours cordially.

F 
i-
■
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Edmund Wilson Sr.

booth, perfumery booth, collar and cuff booth, doll booth, and a Japanese 
Tea Garden. There was also a fortune telling booth and a supper commit
tee prepared a fine meal. In article in The Daily Register reported: "The 
women are anticipating not only the finest supper that has ever been given 
in Red Bank, but they also expect that it will be the most profitable."

use of the word "all," it is doubtful that men of color attended. Most ac
tivities in the early years of the century were segregated, and things would 
not change until well past the middle of the century.

CHECKERS TOURNAMENTS

Other than athletic games, there were challenging competitions that, 
interestingly, were wildly popular with the public. Checker matches pro
vided well-publicized entertainment at the YMCA in the early twentieth 
century. Checker games were played at the Association almost every night 
and the pastime was considered one of the special features of the social 
life of the Association.

In those days before radio and television, games enjoyed tremendous 
popularity especially card games and checkers. Edmund Wilson Sr. was 
an avid checkers enthusiast. In a 1909 tournament, William Curchin won 
the gold watch fob that served as a trophy back again after losing it to 
John Bennett of Fair Haven and then won from Bennett by Benjamin Van 
Vliet of Shrewsbury. Mr. Curchin won it back again from Van Vliet at the 
YMCA event. A well-known blind checker player from New York ap
peared at the Red Bank YMCA in an exhibition match in 1910 and took on 
ten players at once!

THE LADIES' ROLE

The planning of the charity fair rested in the hands of women, and it is 
here that women are mentioned for the first time in the newspaper ar
ticles about the YMCA's history during these early years of the twentieth 
century. It was the women and girls who planned the social fund-raising 
event, but there is no mention of their participation as regular members 
of the Red Bank YMCA or of women's teams in any competitions.

Nevertheless, women around the country were increasingly interested 
in "physical culture" at this time, playing basketball, and exercising with 
barbells. But despite women's interest in such activity, they were appar
ently not active members at the Monmouth Street YMCA. It was a time of 
pretentious men's clubs and lodges but women would gradually become 
more and more influential. Once or twice a week a ladies' auxiliary of the 
Y would meet. At least the ladies were not sitting at home. They were 
taking an active role in an organization in which they would someday 
become leaders, the YMCA.

In 1905, the population of Red Bank was about 6,000 and there were 
238 YMCA members. The YMCA on Monmouth Street appears statisti
cally for the first time in the records of the YMCA Archives located in 
Minneapolis. Sports were popular with 81 different members using the 
physical facilities but religious meetings and Bible classes still attracted 
more participants with 654 listed in the reports for that year.

Two unidentified Monmouth County 
“ladies" in the early twentieth century.

BUILDING BOTH THE MIND AND THE BODY

Educational lectures were rapidly becoming popular events to stimu
late the minds of young men. YMCA board president Edmund Wilson, a 
prominent Red Bank lawyer, was a partner with lawyer and Judge Henry 
Nevius. Edmund Wilson served as an Attorney General of New Jersey 
but it is his son Edmund Wilson Jr. (1895-1972) who is well-known today. 
Wilson Jr. is recognized for his work as a novelist, essayist and literary 
critic.

Edmund Wilson Sr. spoke about the life of Booker T. Washington at the 
Red Bank YMCA in January 1906. Violin music provided entertainment 
after his lecture. The presentation about Booker T. Washington may have 
been an attempt to encourage understanding between races. The public
ity for the event stated that the program was open to "All men and boys 
over 16 whether they were members of the Y.M.C.A. or not." Despite the

THE POPULARITY OF SPORTS
Basketball, baseball, and bowling teams dominated the competitive 

sports arena. Invented by James Naismith for the YMCA in 1891, basket
ball rapidly gained in popularity. The Red Bank YMCA had not one but 
several basketball teams. The star team called the Orientals first orga
nized in January 1906. Basketball received much publicity in the local news
papers and its players achieved the status of local heroes. Eugene Magee, 
captain, would later run the family men's clothing store, Clayton & Magee, 
a landmark Red Bank business that was in operation until 1999.

The Orientals were "eagers." (Although the term is not used as much 
today, in cage basketball, the court is sectioned off with netting into two 
smaller courts.) There were dozens of teams all over Monmouth County 
and high school teams would play against teams from various local clubs, 
churches, and associations such as the YMCA in leagues. Sometimes they 
also played teams from other counties too. The sports pages of the local 
newspapers were filled with accounts of the popular games. For example, 
an October 26,1906 article gives this account: "In a regular 'rough-house'' 
basket ball (at first basketball was spelled as two words) game the Red 
Bank Y.M.C.A. five downed the Rumson A.C. team of Seabright last Fri
day night by the score of 27 to 19." A 1910 news clipping describes how 
the Orientals defeated the Little Silver Wide-Awakes by a score of 20 to 18 
in a fast game at Red Bank.

Bowling matches also were popular with players and spectators. The 
building on Monmouth Street already had a bowling alley when the YMCA 
took it over which was very convenient. The Y's bowling team called the 
"Looies" (reason for this name is unknown) made headlines frequently.
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John B. Allen (1883-1966), first 
president in 1928 of the newly re
organized YMCA at Red Bank.

Plans were made to take over the Shrewsbury Avenue playground, or
ganize a Sea Scout troop, industrial and church baseball leagues, and a 
business men's tennis program. The first swimming program for the Red 
Bank YMCA was established at this time but they would use the pool at 
the Asbury Park Y.

Then on March 29,1926, the YMCA building on Monmouth Street was 
sold to the Land and Loan Company. It was remodeled and leased to stores 
on the ground floor and the second floor was rented to the YMCA. The 
building was sold for $26,500 with $20,000 of the purchase price being in 
the form of a note and purchase money mortgage for one year with inter
est at 6%.

Apparently the Land and Loan Company, perhaps due to the crash of 
1929, was not successful in paying off the mortgage and managing the 
property. In 1927, there were major resignations and a new Board of Di
rectors was appointed.

THE PLAYGROUND PROGRAMS BEGIN

In 1910, the Red Bank YMCA began its first playground project by leas
ing the Throckmorton estate at Mechanic Street and Prospect Avenue. 
The location was just a block from the Fair Haven trolley line and was a 
popular site for baseball games. The Y would run playground programs 
for many years until around the 1960s when the populations of the smaller 
surrounding towns increased to the point that they would be able to run 
their own programs.

REORGANIZATION IN THE ROARING TWENTIES

During the early years of the century, the Y did well with their $2,000 
annual budget, but after about eleven years, financial problems set in. 
Activities slowed down and almost came to a complete standstill. On 
November 24, 1925, a group of concerned men gathered together for the 
purpose of reorganizing The Red Bank YMCA and disposing of the Y 
property on Monmouth Street. It was on that rainy November evening 
that these foresighted men would plant the seeds to continue the YMCA 
that would serve the community of Red Bank and its environs. The need 
to reorganize under the current state laws was explained and a commit
tee was estabished to elect officers for the new organization.

A month later, the group met again and fifteen men completed appli
cations to join the Y so they could vote for officers and Frank McMahon 
was elected president of the group. It was also decided upon at this time, 
that the Monmouth Street property would be put up for sale at a price of 
no less than $25,000. In June of that year, the Board held a meeting at the 
new temporary offices at the Second National Bank Building and they 
authorized the first of many fund drives to raise $5,000.

SHIFTING GEARS - THE HI-Y AND OTHER CLUBS BEGIN
The activities available were beginning to change in the late 1920s. The 

early Associations accentuated Bible studies and were centered upon help
ing employed young men to find a healthy way of life. Now, the empha
sis shifted more to the schoolboys as compulsory school attendance laws 
required young men to stay in school longer. As the work of the YMCA 
began to concentrate more on young men and women who were students, 
the Hi-Y movement was born and would blossom in the 1930s to 1940s 
and more will be told about them in the next chapters. The Hi-Ys were 
clubs affliliated with the schools.

Activities continued during this time of reorganization and Mr. Harry 
C. Seiber, principal of Red Bank High School, organized a boys' and a 
girls' Hi-Y club. There would be many such clubs that would thrive over 
the next few decades. The Y also organized a Triangle Club and a group 
called the Westside Boys Club. The clubs organized teams for many sports 
including touch football and basketball. The Quadrangle Club was also 
instituted around this time which was an athletic club for young men 
who were out of high school. For the business crowd, there was a men's 
Volleyball League.

NEW LIFE IN THE ASSOCIATION
In 1928, Richard T. Smith was hired as executive secretary and was said 

to "put new life into the organization." He was the first full-time secre
tary of the Red Bank organization and worked from offices in the Broad 
Street National Bank Building. Smith organized the Quadrangle Club, Hi- 
Y clubs, an amateur radio club, a branch of the Sea Scouts, and many 
recreation classes. Also in 1928, while the Y headquarters were located at 
the bank, John B. Allen became the president. The Trustees at that time 
included many well known men of Monmouth County including Edward 
S. Allaire, John S. Applegate, T. Irving Brown, J. Lester Eisner, Phillip T. 
Jainnine, Fred Oakley, Benjamin J. Parker, P. B. Powers, and Dr. H. E. Wil
liams.

As the YMCA began to be more interested in the middle class boy and 
not just those who were poor or disadvantaged, the father-and-son ban
quets emerged as popular events. Started in 1909 by B.M. Russell, a boys' 
work secretary in Providence Rhode Island, the idea took off rapidly and 
banquets were held all over the country. By 1924, more than 3,000,000 
had attended such banquets.

Father-and-son banquets were started in 1928 in Monmouth County. 
The second annual Father/Son Banquet sponsored by the YMCA was held 
in the Fall of 1929 with a huge attendance of 1,300 which is remarkable 
compared to a total of 85 in attendance the previous year. The banquet 
was organized with the cooperation of Protestant churches, Jewish syna
gogues, two Catholic churches, black churches and the Salvation Army.

The YMCA managed to survive during the late 1920s by using various 
locations, but needed a new building of their own. The organization would 
struggle and experience some changes during trying times yet to come. 
Nevertheless, the story in the next few chapters will illustrate just how 
determined this YMCA with its sturdy roots really was and how the 
Association's branches weathered the turmoil of the Great Depression 
and the Second World War.

1
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"A 1922 banquet at the Monmouth 
County Older Boys' Conference, Red 
Bank"- a typical-looking men's 
banquet of the era.

THE DEMISE OF THE MONMOUTH STREET BUILDING

In 1937, the Y took back title to the property on Monmouth Street from 
the Land and Loan Company by deed dated April 1,1937. On September 
7,1937, a devastating event occurred that would change the course of the 
Red Bank YMCA's history. Just as the Y was considering moving back 
into the Monmouth Street building, it was totally ravaged by fire.

A headline of the September 9, 1937, Red Bank Register read'. "YMCA 
Building Destroyed by Fire of Unknown Cause. Four Firemen & Woman 
Spectator Hurt Tuesday Night at Conflagration on Monmouth Street. 
Damage Amounts to More than $30,000." An evening council meeting 
was going on at the Red Bank Borough Hall next door when Borough 
Clerk Amy Shinn observed smoke rising from the old YMCA building. 
The fire apparently started in the back of the building which was used as 
a workshop by South Jersey Surgical Supply Company. The Peggy Strand 
Fruit and Flower Shop on the first floor was also destroyed. The article 
described the blaze as Red Bank's worst fire since the Globe Hotel blaze 
the previous winter.

At that time, the YMCA would begin a search for a new location. It is 
not clear why they did not want to rebuild at the Monmouth Street loca
tion, perhaps it was not large enough. It would appear that the Monmouth 
Street property remained vacant until July 1,1942 when it was sold for an; 
undetermined amount to James and Anna Wilson, the YMCA taking back 
a purchase money mortgage in the amount of $5,000. The Wilsons then 
erected a diner on the property, and it has been operating ever since as a 
restaurant facility. The Broadway Diner occupies the site today.

The YMCA's aspirations of moving back to the Monmouth Street loca
tion went up in smoke, but it was not by any means the end or even a 
temporary cessation of the YMCA activities. The institution picked up 
the pieces and carried on, ever striving to work towards its goals and its 

mission.
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"The fire that destroyed the Monmouth Street Y" 
front page of The Red Bank Standard, September 8, 1937.
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Chapter 111

At One Branch Avenue

Sea Scouts on the Monmouth in 1931.

ROLLING ALONG DURING THE GREAT DEPRESSION

The 1930s represent an active time in the history of The Community' 
YMCA. As the country struggled through the depression years, the YMCA 
provided not only recreation but stability and nurturing to ease the pain 
of these gloomy times. The sturdy tree remained strong.

Despite the Great Depression, young people continued to laugh and 
have fun. It was necessary for health and well-being. They rolled along 
with the times and acted as if money wasn't everything—well not quite 
everything!

The YMCA provided a place to go that was inexpensive and enjoyable 
for young people. There were basketball games, dances, parties, billiards, 
and ping pong. In the 1930s and then during the war years of the 1940s, 
the YMCA provided a safe haven and operated "teen canteens." Young 
people slow danced "cheek to cheek" and jumped to the jitterbug at the 
YMCA dances. But, ever keeping in line with its original mission, the 
YMCA was to provide a healthy atmosphere for young people that would 
help to build their character. The organization continually adapted with 
the changing times to keep them interested.

By 1930, the population of the United States had mushroomed to 122 
million. People were beginning to move from cities to suburbs to search 
for a better way of life. This was the reverse of the trend from country to 
city in the nineteenth century during the Industrial Revolution. Amuse
ment businesses boomed despite the depression and the latest crazes in
cluded contract bridge and miniature golf. The "talkies" lured crowds to 
the movie palaces. In New York City in 1931, the newly completed Em
pire State Building became the tallest edifice in the world. Franklin Delano 
Roosevelt was elected president in 1932 after he "pledged a new deal for 
the American people."

Although there were problems, Red Bank fared quite well throughout 
the Great Depression of the 1930s. Signs of progress and new inventions 
were everywhere. Retail radio shops were cropping up and there were 
also many amateur radio enthusiasts. Red Bank airport was flourishing 
in those golden days of aviation.

A HOUSE FOR THE "Y" TO CALL HOME

In 1930, the YMCA's headquarters moved to a leased space at One 
Branch Avenue at the comer of Harding Road and South Street. The build
ing was across from the old high school (where the Red Bank Middle School 
is today), a rented location that they would occupy for nine years. It was 
a house owned by Effie Lum of Lincroft. The River Street School would 
provide the space for large activities and athletic events. Most of the club 
meetings at the Branch Avenue house took place on the third floor which 
was fitted with decorations and equipment for gatherings of the Sea Scouts. 
An item of interest there was a steering wheel from the wreck of the 7?/ 
Hooper that sank off Sandy Hook in 1926. The wheel was given to the 
Scouts by the Coast Guard.

In February 1931, the North Star Sea Scouts accepted a 40 ft. training 
ship from the Navy to be called Monmouth. Paul A. Siple, the much-pub
licized Boy Scout who accompanied Admiral Byrd on his trip to the South 
Pole christened the new Sea Scout ship. The Sea Scouts were a division of 
the Boy Scouts of America and the pioneer troop called "North Star" was 
sponsored by the Red Bank YMCA. In 1930, the North Star received na
tional recognition when it was selected as the outstanding Sea Scout troop 
of Region Two including councils in New York and New Jersey and the 
second ranking Sea Scout troop in America.

At the 1931 annual meeting Secretary Smith reported that each week 
33 clubs, teams and groups met under the auspices of the Y and over 
4,000 children attended the summer playground programs. The clubs that 
used or were sponsored by the Y included the Quadrangle Club with 43 
members; the Torch Club of West Red Bank, 20; Boys Fli-Y, 24; Girls Hi-Y, 
20; Junior Hi-Y, River Street, 32; Cosmopolitan, West R.B., 18; Girls Activ
ity Club, 30; Boy Scouts, Westside, 24; Summer playground, 5,000; and
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West Red Bank Play Center Group
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full of stories 
active but it is

A 1931 photo from The Red Bank 
Standard of the "West Red Bank Play 
Center Group" run by Frank 
Pingitore.

"WHOLESOME LOAFING"

At the 1935 annual business meeting of the YMCA, Secretary Wishard 
stated: "Though organized clubs continue to be the foundation of our work 
at One Branch Avenue, they do not tell the whole story by any means. 
Gradually, our rooms at headquarters have become a general meeting 
place for boys and young men. The Ping-Pong table is in use almost all

the Radio Club, 25 which was its maximum limit. That Winter for the first 
time teams from Fort Monmouth and Fort Hancock participated in the 
Basketball League. Sports pages in the local papers were 
about the Y's two basketball leagues The Hi-Y clubs were 
to be noted that the "colored" Y clubs were separate.

FUND-RAISING GOALS ACHIEVED IN 1935

The 1935 fund-raising campaign's goal was to reach the mark of $6,000. 
They were victorious and received 696 subscriptions amounting to $6,685 in

QUAD CLUB STARTED

The Quadrangle Club got its start in 1927 while Richard T. Smith was 
secretary of the YMCA and Chester L. Ebie was the first president of the 
"Quad" Club. At first they met in the Broad Street Bank Building, and 
later moved to the "Orange Shutter Tea Room" that was apparently One 
Branch Avenue, then to the Shrewsbury Avenue school and then back to- 
the Y house on Branch Avenue. Their membership grew so much that 
they had to find larger quarters. In 1935 with over 60 members, Mr. Ebie 
was re-elected president and the club moved to the top floor of the Child 
Building on Broad Street. The Men's Club was active in civic affairs and 
had leading teams in football, basketball, and baseball, and staged many 
successful entertaining events. For their tenth anniversary celebration in 
1937, the Quads put on a gala dance at the Elks' auditorium on Broad 
Street featuring music by Eddie Leitner and his WNEW "Hit Parade" or
chestra.

Mr. Smith was succeeded by Glenn P. Wishard in 1933 as executive sec
retary of the YMCA. Wishard established adult education groups and a 
men's forum. A reflection of the difficult times, a "Graduates Club" was 
formed in 1935 by Wishard. The club was for unemployed young men 
who were high school graduates for "promoting a better understanding 
of vocational opportunities facing those entering the business world."

Three years later, Wilmer A. Robbins became secretary and reopened 
the Red Bank Borough playgrounds at the athletic field and organized 
games at the River Street School. The Y operated playgrounds all over 
Red Bank until the borough recreation committees took over the respon
sibility in the 1960s.

The playgrounds ran arts and crafts programs and conducted activities 
such as doll shows and pet shows. In 1931, the children at the playgrounds 
made beautiful hooked rugs that they proudly exhibited.

The 1932 Budget showed $8,610 in expenses and only $1,620 in income 
with no income from membership fees. The difference was raised by the 
Board through a fund-raising drive. In the minutes of the 1932 Board 
Meeting, comments regarding the difficulty in collecting funds because 
of the Great Depression were noted. This is the first mention of the hard 
times of that era in the minutes. It was a time when people tried to keep 
their chins up but the havoc of the depressed state of the economy was 
not easy to cope with.

Photo taken at : 
Frank Pingitore. Mrs.

their fifth campaign. President John B. Allen said of the campaign: "The re
sult proves that faith, courage, determination and some fast footwork can do 
what seemed almost impossible. It was a fine exhibition of community coop
eration uniting every worthwhile element of our people—white and colored, 
Christian and Jew, Protestant and Catholic, all with a single purpose, that of 
making better men and women of our boys and girls."

The officers and directors of the YMCA of 1935 included well-known 
Red Bank professional and businessmen who were active in the commu
nity. The impressive roster read as follows: John B. Allen, president, W. 
Strother Jones first vice president, Theodore D. Parsons second vice presi
dent, John H. Mount treasurer, Harry Malchow recording secretary and 
Directors Jesse N. Beers, Ralph R. Eckert, Herbert E. Edwards, Hubert M. 
Farrow, Prof. Edwin C. Gilland, Frank F. Groff, Dr. Samuel W. Hausman, 
Theodore J. Labrecque, G. Howard Lippincott, William A. Miller, Dr. James 
W. Parker, Paul J. Reussille, Lester R. Ross, Arthur B. White and Albert W. 
Worden.

First vice president of the YMCA, W. Strother Jones, an ardent sup
porter of the Association, died in December 1935. A well-known finan
cier and sportsman, he was founder of the Rumson Polo Club in 1902, 
and back in 1885, he started the Monmouth County Hunt Association 
with publisher Peter F. Collier.

party held on closing day, which was described in recent issue of The Register. Leaders: 
j. Charles A. McCloskey. Miss Marion Dietz and Miss Gladys Colio.
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cuss the outlook in Europe for 1936. A series of panel discussions exam
ined the question, "How Can the United States Best Keep Out of War?" A 
good size group turned out for the January lecture held at the Elks' home 
despite near blizzard weather. Women, however, were still in the back
ground as far as having authority in the Association until after the Sec
ond World War. It was not until 1946 that women were allowed to be on 
The Community YMCA's Board of Directors.

Boys' Hi-Y Club of 1936 - From left to 
right: bottom row - Harry Davey, 
Norman Hewitt, Eddie Blake (advisor), 
Harry Greenwood, George F. Baine, Jr., 
Frank Applegate, George Wilde, John 
Laird; middle row - Albert Newman 
Robert Worden, Jack Baine, Border 
Biechek, Thomas Gammon, Theodore 
Lake, Billy Hagerman; top row - Jack 
Simonds, Jack Arnold, Brud Hance, 
Samuel York, Jack Henry, Tom Lloyd, 
William Legg, and Thomas Jardine. 
These young men would become well- 
known business and professional figures 
in the community.

"A LEAN YEAR" - 1936

The 1936 Annual Report of Secretary Glenn Wishard describes a "lean" 
year but great pride was expressed in the programs that succeeded. The 
establishment of the new quarters for the Westside Branch was praised 
but the need for more room for the central headquarters is stated. The 
report says that "while a swimming pool, basketball court and other de
sirable facilities cannot be expected in these days of poor pocketbooks, it 
would be of great benefit if the organization could find some larger build
ing where there would be room for expansion and development when 
funds were available." New officers were announced for 1936. Frank Groff 
was elected president, with Theodore D. Parsons, first vice president; Dr. 
James W. Parker, second vice president; Harry Malchow, recording secre
tary; and John FI. Mount, treasurer.

day long. Most any hour youths will be found playing checkers and other 
games or just sitting around and talking. This I would call wholesome 
loafing.We may not like the idea, but so long as there are so many high 
school graduates who are unemployed and so long as our high school is 
forced to follow the double-session system, leaving some boys free all 
morning and others free all afternoon, we shall have to face the fact that 
there are scores of youths who don't know what to do with their many 
hours of free time. They cannot be, without grave danger, excluded from 
the YMCA rooms except when attending organized club meetings. I feel 
that we are meeting a fundamental community need when we provide a 
wholesome loafing place, open daily from 8:00 a.m. to 10 p.m. except Sun
days to all boys and young men absolutely free. Undoubtedly our com
munity needs such a hangout for youths where there is no temptation to 
drink or gamble, where bad language is checked as much as possible; 
where, in short, the temptations are to do the right and not the wrong."

Although the concerns were the same, this was somewhat different from 
the original YMCA that George Williams founded back in 1844 in London 
when the young men were tempted by vices because they worked too 
much and in poor conditions. Now we see a society with idle, unemployed 
men who are also in need of stability and companionship. The YMCA 
could help in either situation bringing a cleaner, healthier life to those 
who were overworked or to those who could not find work. Either way, 
the Christian ideals of the organization were always present.

The Y during the depression was described in a newspaper article, "Rec
reations For Idle Men and Boys." The article says that there are two prin
cipal causes for this. One is unemployment caused by the depression and 
the other is the single session plan of studies at the high school. It seems 
that the high school had cut their two sessions at school to one. Because of 
the single session plan, many young people had too much leisure time on 
their hands and the Y showed them ways to use their time constructively.

The Bowling Leagues were popular in the 1930s and boasted names of 
birds including Peacocks, Cuckoos, Jaybirds, Condors, and Buzzards. In 
the Red Bank Quadrangle League, Alex Curchin Jr. of the Peacock team 
was a star bowler.

THE CHURCH BASKETBALL LEAGUES

During the 1930s, YMCA sports events were held at the River Street 
School and were well-attended. In 1938, the annual YMCA Church Cage 
League opened with the Westside Y, St. Anthony's, and the Presbyterians 
as the victors. The league consisted of nine teams: the Methodists, Bap
tists, Presbyterians, Reformed, St. James, St. Anthony, Y.M.H.A., Senior 
Hi-Y club and the Westside Y.

The purpose of this league was not merely recreational. Although it 
provided good fun and exercise, it was sponsored by the Y with the idea 
of bringing the various groups closer together so they would learn not 
only to play together but to live closer together and have a better under
standing of one another. There was also a Church Softball League spon
sored by the Y with a similar purpose.

SEGREGATION IN THE 1930s
There were really two distinct "Y" branches by this time, the "main" or 

"central" YMCA that serviced the mostly white east side of town and the 
Westside Y whose members were African-Americans. The reason for the 
segregation was mainly because that was the way things were during 
that time. There was also a group called the "River Street School Y" on 
the west side with most of its members coming from the west side's Ital
ian-American community but it was apparently not a formal branch of 
The Community YMCA.

Women were starting to gain more acceptance in the late 1930s. A news
paper headline proclaims, "LADIES ARE INVITED." They were allowed 
to attend the Men's Forum meeting featuring a speaker who would dis-
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ST. ANTHONY’S CAGE TEAM
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it—Tony Ciambrone, Pat Ricci. Laurie Luclslano,

(Above)
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A montage of Y photos from the 1938 
annual report.

St. Anthony's eagers with talented one- 
armed player Leo LaBionda are 
pictured in a news photo after being 
defeated by the Westside Y eagers in 
1931.

In February 1938, Frank E. Groff was again elected head of the YMCA 
with Theodore D. Parsons and Dr. James W. Parker again as vice presi
dents. In his acceptance speech, newly re-elected President Groff empha
sized the need for a permanent home for the Y. He cites that for the year 
ending December 31,1937, there were 620 different individuals who were 
classified as members taking part in various club and group activities 
during the year. He mentions the dedication of volunteers who run the 
clubs. "Including all of our activities we had an attendance during the 
past year which totals 15,128. This includes the attendance at group and 
club meetings, recreational periods, church basketball league, soft ball 
league, and all the affairs promoted by the board of directors.

"The headquarters building at One Branch Avenue houses the office 
and club meeting-rooms of the various clubs from that part of the bor
ough. Here we have two boys' Hi-Y clubs, two girls' Fli-Y clubs, a glider 
club, and a recently organized woodcraft club. Each of these clubs meets 
with its volunteer leader once a week to carry out a constructive charac
ter-building program."

He also speaks of the summer playground programs carried on by The 
Community YMCA The Board of Education of Red Bank provided the 
athletic field and the Y furnished the supervision and guidance for the

Back row, left to
Dan DeLuca,
Angelo DeGeorge, Larry

successful program. Richard P. Guest, the Red Bank High School football 
coach did a great job of directing the summer playground programs. Chil
dren played a variety of games at the programs including softball, bad
minton, deck tennis, and horseshoes.

Leo LaBionda, who was an amazingly talented one-armed basketball 
player in the Church League for St. Anthony's, directed the summer play
ground at Shrewsbury Avenue which was for children under seven years 
of age. Marion Arendes assisted Mr. Guest and Mr. LaBionda. At the end 
of the summer playground season, the children were treated to a matinee 
at the Strand Theater courtesy of famous performer and manager, Tony 
Hunting.

Several buildings were considered for the new YMCA in 1938 includ
ing the Col. J. Lester Eisner property on Broad Street. Eisner had offered 
the estate to the YMCA if they gave him the Monmouth Street property 
as partial payment. The Y committee decided that this arrangement would 
not be advisable. The selection committee also considered the J. Trafford 
Allen property opposite Allen Place on Riverside Avenue. Another possi
bility that came to their attention was the old Knights of Columbus home 
adjoining the Twin Gables apartment house on Riverside Avenue, and it 
was this property that they would choose.

Joe Sharabba, Leo LaBionda, Tat Barrasso,right—Rev. Edward P. Atzerf, manager; 
Bruno Mazza, coach. Eront row, left to right—

Figaro.
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Chapter IV
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Down by the Riverside

Interest and Note Reduction 
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A Dorn's aerial view showing Red 
Bank's Riverside Avenue in the 1950s. 
The Y can be seen ivith the white 
columns a little to the right of the 
approximate center next to the 
apartment building with the gables.
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The YMCA required larger permanent quarters to serve the needs of 
the growing community. People needed recreation facilities close to home 
during these tough times. The house at One Branch Avenue was not ad
equate to fulfill the goals of the Association. The Y was considering relo
cating back to their old building on Monmouth Street when the devastat
ing fire on the night of September 7, 1937, crushed all hopes of that possi
bility. The YMCA received $9,000 insurance money in settlement of the 
property. The Borough of Red Bank was considering buying the property 
to expand the adjacent building that was then the Borough Hall but de
cided against it.

An attractive location, 40 Riverside Avenue, situated on the picturesque 
Navesink River and not far from the downtown area, was purchased by 
the YMCA on September 30, 1938 from the Seneca Building and Loan

Arrangements
. A. Robbins

RED BANK COMMUNITY 
19 3 8 

MAINTENANCE BUDGET
Rent, Heat. Light, Water  
Salaries  
Telephone  
Postage ...............................................................................................................
Sundries and Supplies  
Printing and Advertising  
Transportation ...............................................................................................
Conferences and Conventions  
Retirement Fund .................
Repairs and Replacements  
General Agencies  
Physical .............................................................................................................
Westside Branch ......................................
Miscellaneous and Insurance ................................................................
Campaign 

George M. Bod man 
Harold DeVoe

"The Red Bank Community Y's 1938 Maintenance Budget"for $8,000 
- a far cry from the 1998 $6 million budget.

John Mount 
T. D. Parsons

Auditing
Alvin Whiting
Harry Bernard

John S.
Thomas 
Herber*

,.S 600.00 
. 2,700.00 

100.00 
.. 100.00

100.00 
50.00 

.. 200.00
50.00 

125.00 
100.00 
150.00 

. 500.00
600.00 

. 200.00
. 800.00

Applegate 
Irving Brown 

!rt Edwards

Westside Branch
Dr. James W. Parker 
Dr. M. C. Dabney 
John Westbrook

Leo K. McKee 
Rev. Edw. Miller

Leon Kelley
John Montgomery 
J. D. Tuller

John B. Allen
J. N. Beers
George M. Bodman
John Colt
R. R. Eckert
Hubert M. Farrow

Lester R. Ross 
Robert Shroeder 
Arthur B White 
Albert W. Worden

R. R.
C. R.

Chairmen 
jorge Bray 
mes S. Parkes

Captains
Harry Worden 
Harold Willis 
Robert. Reussille
Cortlandt While 
Ernest Griffiths 
Burritt Boynton
William Heim

THE MEN WHO ASSISTED IN DOING THE JOB 
The Board of Directors 

Frank F. Groff, President
F. Pierre Holmes Leo K. McKee
Joseph C. Irwin William A. Miller
Theodore J. Labrecque Dr. James W. Parker
G. Howard Lippincott Theodore D. Parsons
Harry Malchow Paul Reussille
John Mount W. A. Robbins

The Board of Trustees
J. Lester Eisner 
Edwin C. Gilland 
Dr. Samuel W. Hausman

General Secretary
W. A. Robbins

1938 CAMPAIGN ORGANIZATION
General Chairman

Leo K. McKee
Executive Committee

Frank F. Groff, Chairman
Dr. James Parker Arthur White
W. A Robbins Alvin Whiting

Initial Gifts
Frank F. Groll. Chairman

Eckert Hubert Farrow
English G. H. Lippincott

Lester Ross
Publicity

Arthur White 
Lester Ross 
F. P. Holmes

Dinner
Allan Vanderhoet

Chairmen
John B. Allen 
T. J. Labrecque

Captains
Marcus Higginbotham 
W. A. Miller 
Arthur White 
Harry Malchow 
Arthur Davis 
Joseph Menzzopai 
Harold Hendricks*
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The old Y at 40 Riverside Avenue, 
c. 1939 before the facade with columns 
was added (see below).

The Community YMCA at 40 Riverside 
Avenue after "facade" with columns 
was added c. 1946 (tower and chimney 
from the old house are visible). 
Building demolished in 1966.

Association of Newark. They had apparently taken title to the site from 
the former owner, the Red Bank Columbia Club. The building was used
for many years as the Knights of Columbus Hall. The property was pur
chased by cash and a purchase money mortgage from the Second Na
tional Bank in the amount of $5,000. The total purchase was $11,500. The 
building, originally a private residence, had a gym that was used by Red 
Bank Catholic High School, and there were squash courts used by the 
Red Bank Squash Club.

The Riverside facility had not only a gym, but also an auditorium, and 
ten more rooms. There was a game room in the basement for billiard tables 
and a library. The Y immediately made some improvements and renova
tions by taking out the stage in the auditorium to make more room, add
ing handball and badminton courts, locker rooms, a kitchen and dining 
facilities. At a ceremony in December 1939, Red Bank Mayor Charles R. 
English dedicated the Riverside YMCA building. The ceremony's key
note speaker was James L. Bethune, executive secretary of the New Jer
sey State Committee of YMCA who opened his talk with a resume of the 
origin of the YMCA in London in 1844 and how the Association came to 
America in 1851.

By the end of the decade, things were looking up but the growing crisis 
and rise of dictators in Europe was causing increasing concern for Ameri
cans. Daily life went on as ever in Monmouth County.

As the depression ended, whiffs of hope and prosperity filled the air. 
Monmouth County people flocked to the nearby New York World's Fair. 
Tuesday, June 6, 1939, marked YMCA Day at the fair. A group of boys 
from the Red Bank YMCA's Hi-Y Club took part in the festivities that 
included the International Fire of Friendship held in the Court of Peace. 
YMCAs from 59 countries participated in the program. Over 1,000 young 
people joined hands in the ceremony. The World's Fair activities created a 
mood of optimism about peace and progress, but unfortunately that would 
soon change.

WOMEN BECOME ACTIVE PARTICIPANTS

The 1939 annual fund-raising campaign had a goal of $12,000. It is to 
be noted that women played a key role in this campaign for the first time 
working with the men in obtaining subscriptions because of the program 
that was planned for women and girls. The first annual conference of State 
Girls' Hi-Y Clubs was held that year in Ridgewood. It was the first ever of 
its kind and a delegation from Red Bank attended under the leadership of 
Miss Alma Vom Steeg, women's and girls' secretary of the Red Bank Y."

YMCA President Frank F. Groff gave a noteworthy speech in 1939 to a 
meeting of the Red Bank Women's Republican Club. He told the group 
the reason he was so interested in the YMCA : "I am vitally interested in 
the future welfare of the youth of our country. When I use the word youth, 
I mean both our young men and young women."

Groff went on to talk about equal opportunities for men and women, 
and his hope that older persons, "the fathers and mothers, if you will" 
would participate in Y activities at the new Riverside Avenue location. 
He also stated that he wanted the new building to be "a real community 
center where our people of different religious faiths, can meet together in 
a spirit of understanding."

However, the west side had a separate branch, and he later expresses 
the following in his speech: "With a program firmly established and oper
ating at the River Street School which was largely for the development of 
our youth of Italian parentage, the need of a similar program among our 
colored youth was plain to be seen. At the invitation of the board of direc
tors, a group of colored citizens, headed by Dr. James W. Parker and Dr. 
M. C. Dabney called on the board of directors, inquiring if it would be 
possible to organize a "Y" program for the colored youth of the borough. 
Under the leadership of Dr. Parker and Dr. Dabney, a committee of far- 
seeing colored people was organized and today a well-constructed build
ing at the foot of West Bergen Place houses the West Side Branch of the 
YMCA, where our work among our colored people is being carried on 
three nights in each week." The next chapter in this book describes the 
story of the Westside Y's development.

The year 1939 was an extremely active one for the Y because of the new 
Riverside facility. A dynamic young man named Wilmer A. "Buck" 
Robbins was the general secretary. Through Robbin's efforts, Isaac 
Grayearth, a Sioux Indian leader and member of the YMCA staff in the 
Western United States appeared as a speaker at schools in Red Bank in 
February.

The Board of the YMCA also instituted an active program for "work
ing girls around this time. The group got started after some young women 
approached Secretary Wilmer A. Robbins with their idea, and he presented 
their proposal to the board that turned it down at first. However, when 
the determined "working girls" asked for their recreational program to 
suit their needs again, it was approved. There was also an active social 
club for young women at this time called "Little Women's Club" that spon
sored many dances, card parties and charitable events.
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William Petingale, c. 1939

‘i

A ticket for a dance at the Y, "Code of

gym would be the site of regular Saturday night hops for local teenagers 
who relished dancing the night away, although they had earlier curfews 
in those days! Dances were held during the years of the Second World 
War and the public was invited with a special effort to attract defense 
workers to them.

Sophomore Girls' Hi-Y Club belonging 
to Elaine Inman Pope, all c. 1943.

THE CODE OF ETHICS

HI-Y CLUB

RECREATION AT GYM POPULAR
WITH LOCAL BUSINESSMEN

The local business and professional crowd enjoyed getting together at 
the Riverside Y gym. Volleyball games helped "the business men of the 
vicinity try to forget the worries of the day" according to an article in the 
Standard, January 16, 1942.

The YMCA softball team captured the City League title in August, 1939. 
They were crowned champions when they successfully defended their 
title and downed the Elks 3 to 1 for the second straight game of the two 
out of three series. Ed Blake was the star pitcher of the Y team and other 
members were Macintosh, DeFazio, Brooks, Egan, Giersch, B. Saule, J. 
Desmond, R. Desmond, Sammon, Farley and Dowlen.

Jt

I

Young people dancing at the Y on 
Riverside Avenue in the 1940s.
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"WHAT A SWELL HEADQUARTERS"

A publication called the 77? “Y" ANGLE ("triangle") put out by the 
YMCA in 1939 describes the new Riverside "Y" with great enthusiasm: 
"What a swell headquarters for skating parties in winter, boating in sum
mer. One of our ambitions is a boathouse - when time and money will 
permit." The article goes on to request donations from the community of 
furnishings for clubrooms, folding tables and chairs, a piano, a vacuum 
cleaner, a radio, and Ping-Pong tables. A request also went out for a pool 
table. The community responded by donating needed items.

The new building on Riverside Avenue had an excellent caretaker, Mr. 
William M. Petingale. He and his family lived in an apartment on the 
third floor of the new Riverside YMCA location where he would act as 
the building's superintendent. Petingale was a member of the Middletown 
Township Board of Education for almost 15 years. Before moving to the Y, 
he built the first home of the River Plaza development. In the First World 
War, Petingale held an important volunteer position with the YMCA as 
secretary and was stationed in France.

A "DECENTRALIZED" COMMUNITY YMCA

Theodore D. Parsons succeeded Frank F. Groff as president of the YMCA 
in 1940. Parsons was a member of the law firm of Parsons, Labrecque & 
Borden. In his acceptance speech Parsons stated his opinions: "Even though 
we have acquired a central building we have not centralized our program Ethics" book and letter of acceptance for 
but continue to operate a decentralized Community YMCA for all the c~~‘ >—i—••—
citizens of the borough. In this way I feel we reach various neighborhood

------------ THE PURPOSE OF HI-Y-----------  

"to create, nointatn, and extend 

throughout tho school and corununi ty 

high standards of Christian Charac-

.................vt—uLiin U Y. 1.1. C.A.-S
40 Riverside Ave., Red Bink. N. J.
,5^,,,........>2^...
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"JUMP TIME"
'.POHSOetD »r »« 

SOPHOMORE GIRLS' HI-Y

New Year’s Eve From 8:30 to 1:30

At THE

Y.M.C.A. HOUSE 
RIVERSIDE AVENUE, RED BANK, N. J.

Admission 75c ■ Couplet Only

(OVER)

DANCING THE NIGHT AWAY

The Riverside Y gym hosted many dances such as a big event given in 
honor of the Dad Vail Rowing Regatta in May 1939. The dance was at
tended by over three hundred young people. Local young women who 
were invited from the Junior Woman's Clubs of Red Bank, Little Silver, 
Long Branch and the Catholic Girls' Club danced until midnight with the 
young college men until the "strains of Goodnight Sweetheart played by 
a band from Rutgers University signaled the conclusion of a most happy 
evening.''

The Leap Year Dance of 1940 was a huge success and The "Sloppy 
Clothes Dance" when boys and girls dressed in old rags was a big hit that 
year! The dances were sponsored by the various Y clubs. Another wildly 
popular Y event in the forties was "The Shipwreck Dance" with an obvi
ous nautical theme, so appropriate for the shore area. The Riverside Y

RAISING FUNDS IN 1939
The 1939 Y Campaign Fund was under the direction of John B. Allen 

and Theodore J. Labrecque and the goal was $12,000, a $3,800 increase 
over the previous year due to the expense of fixing up the new Riverside 
building. Membership fees were as follows: Boys under 20 years of age a 
basic fee of $1 which would entitle them to membership in the Red Bank 
Community YMCA. For those who wished to take advantage of the physi
cal privileges such as the showers and gym an additional fee of $2 was 
charged for full membership privileges. (The price was the same for 
women under 20) For men or women over 20, a basic fee of $2 was charged 
and the additional fee for showers and gym was $5 for men and $2 for 
women.

The playground program that summer of 1939 was one of the most 
successful the Association ever had and was conducted at the Red Bank 
High School athletic field on West Bergen Place. The playground was 
jointly sponsored by a committee consisting of Joseph C. Irwin, chairman, 
William L. Russell and Theodore J. Labrecque representing the Borough 
Council, Board of Education and the local YMCA. New swings, seesaw 
and rings were put in place, and the children were taken to the Sea Bright 
beach for a pleasant afternoon excursion to beat the heat.

, A '
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A 1942 photo of Volleyball (an invention 
of the YMCA!) at the Riverside Y 
provided by Abraham J. Zager, Esquire of 
today's Red Bank law firm of Zager, 
Fuchs. "Volleyball was an activity of the 
then law firm of Parsons, Labrecque, 
Canzona & Combs with friends and 
associates on a weekly basis." Starting at 
the left and going clockwise: William R. 
Blair, Esq. (Parsons, Labrecque, Canzona 
& Combs); Frank Pingitore hitting the 
ball (teacher, River Street School and later 
coach of Red Bank High School Football 
and Basketball); Edmund J. Canzona, 
Esq.(of the law firm who served as 
president of Red Bank Board of 
Education); John F. Barberio (News 
reporter, killed during W.VV. II while on 
active duty); Lou Jacobs; Abraham J. 
Zager, Esq. (Parsons, Labrecque, Canzona 
& Combs - former Municipal Court Judge 
of Red Bank and Tinton Falls); William 
Bradley (owner of Monmouth Electronics); 
and Wm. Petherbridge, Y executive 
secretary (with back showing).

Gasoline, food staples, and supplies were rationed. The Community 
YMCA pitched in to help in every way possible, just as they had done in 
previous wars. The girls Hi-Y groups knitted garments for the British, 
helped with the USO, and with local civil defense work. Internationally, 
the YMCA was serving the war prisoners and many of the Y's young men 
would now be going overseas to fight the war. Of the Red Bank YMCA's 
Phalanx Club, a fraternity of young high school graduates, 24 of its 27 
members left to serve their country and the club had to disband.

groups which it would not be possible for us to bring into our member
ship should we centralize."

Dr. Parker who served as second vice president for a number of years 
was elected to that position once again. In his speech, Parsons acknowl
edged the good work of Dr. and Mrs. James Parker and others who estab
lished the Westside Branch.

“A DATE WHICH WILL LIVE IN INFAMY"

The depression was over and things were looking good in the Red Bank 
area but then a catastrophic event occurred that would stun the world. 
On December 7, 1941, the Japanese attacked Pearl Harbor and President 
Franklin D. Roosevelt declared it a "date which will live in infamy." The 
United States declared war and suddenly everyone in the country was 
jolted into a different way of life. In Red Bank, like other small towns, 
everyone pitched in for the war effort.

THE USO CLUBS
Even before Pearl Harbor, as tensions mounted with the war in Europe 

and increasing threats in the Pacific, the need for recreational facilities for 
servicemen was increasing. The United Service Organizations, known as 
the USO, was created in October 1940 as a joint effort by the YMCA, 
YWCA, National Catholic Community Service, National Jewish Welfare 
Board, Traveler's Aid Association and the Salvation Army.

In 1940, due to the increase of Army personnel at Fort Monmouth's 
Signal School, at Fort Hancock on Sandy Hook, and of Navy personnel 
stationed at Leonardo, a USO Club was established in Red Bank. The Elks 
building on Broad Street, (across from today's Food town supermarket) 
was transformed into a handsome USO Club for dances, parties, billiards, 
and all sorts of recreational pursuits. Most of these activities at the Red 
Bank USO during the war years were racially segregated.

The year 1944 marked the one-hundredth anniversary of the founding 
of the YMCA in England. The Community YMCA continued to be active 
with the Red Bank Community Recreation Program which reached more 
than 30,000 participants and spectators. Camperships were popular and 
34 boys and girls were sent to YMCA camps that summer. The three New 
Jersey camps were: Ockanickon for boys and Matollionequay for girls, 
both at Medford, and Osecola, at Green Bank in Atlantic County was for 
black children in the years when camps were still segregated.

During the war years, Secretary Carl A. Kline went into the Armed 
Forces and Gerald F. Flarrington enthusiastically carried on for him in his 
absence. Former Secretary of The Community YMCA, Glenn Wishard, 
and his wife were reported alive and well but were Prisoners of the War 
and held by the Japanese at Manila. Wishard was acting as librarian for 
fellow prisoners. The Y ran an active program to donate books that pris
oners of war were allowed to read.

During the war, William FI. Petherbridge, general secretary of the YMCA 
and A. Kline, associate secretary stressed the need for Y programs to con
tinue and their importance to the needs of the communities they served. 
It was "no time to curtail service" according to Kline. William A Miller, 
owner of Miller's Shoe Store in Red Bank was re-elected YMCA board 
president and Joseph C. Irwin was in charge of the fund-raising drive in 
1942 that went "over the top" as the Association received $10,591, well 
over the expected goal of $9,000.

ROOMS FOR RENT
Another important function of the YMCA was to place men in rooms if 

they needed housing. Secretary Wilmer Robbins said that the Red Bank Y, 
unlike larger Ys across the country, did not have space to offer rooms at 
their building but the Association would help to find housing. Many men 
were placed in comfortable rooms in the surrounding area by the Y's Riv
erside office. Across the nation and especially in the big cities, many 
YMCAs were well-known for having facilities that rented clean, pleasant, 
affordable rooms.
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A club called the "Y's Men" traditionally 
sold Christmas trees as a fundraising 
activity. Members of the club were mostly 
young business and professsional men who 
contributed much of their time to work on 
projects that helped the Y. This photo 
taken in front of the Riverside Avenue Y is 
from the 1950s, but the Y continued to sell 
trees during the holiday season at the 
Maple Avenue facility for many years. 
There was also a women's division of the 
Y's Men called "The Y's Menettes."

"DAY CARE OPENS AT RIVERSIDE YMCA IN RED BANK"

In October of 1942, newspaper reports announced the opening of the 
Red Bank Day Nursery at the Red Bank YMCA on Riverside Avenue. The 
center opened mainly to accommodate children of mothers who worked 
in war plants. Mrs. J. L. Leuthner of Farmingdale was appointed as the

CHILD CARE
The YMCA today is the 

largest non-profit provider of 
child care in the country. The 
exact origins of group child 
care in society are impossible 
to pinpoint, but the YMCA 
was most definitely a leader in 
providing this important 
service.

Although child care has not 
been a part of the Y's history as 
long as programs such as 
swimming, camping, and 
fitness, full-fledged child care 
programs started during World 
War II. It was a time when 
women as personified in 
legendary figures such as 
"Rosie the Riveter" were 
joining the work force out of 
necessity. These hardworking 
women, many of them young 
mothers, made a major 
contribution to the war effort.

Swimming lessons and water safety courses were being held at the 
Asbury Park YMCA pool as "an aid to morale in national defense." Many 
boys from the Red Bank Y attended these classes at Asbury Park as there 
was no pool at either the Riverside or Westside Y buildings. Swim lessons 
for girls were only offered for one week during the summertime.

After the war, learn-to-swim classes sponsored by the Red Bank YMCA 
were held at several locations including Fort Hancock, Sandy Hook, and 
the Port Monmouth Pool. The minutes of the Association for June 15,1949 
mention that their first interracial swimming classes were held at Fort 
Hancock.

In 1946, The Community YMCA was out of debt and in good shape 
financially according to outgoing President Lester R. Ross. With all the 
men coming home after the war, the Y hoped to be able to fill their needs 
for recreation and fitness. During the time that the Y owned the Riverside 
location, the organization went through some name changes. It was known 
for a while as The Community Young Men's Christian Association of the 
Shrewsbury River Area, and then as The Young Men's Christian Associa
tion of Red Bank. The change of the Red Bank YMCA's name to The Com
munity YMCA did not take place formally until 1971.

THE FEDERATION

In 1941, the Red Bank YMCA became part of the Monmouth Federa
tion of YMCAs and the office of the Federation was moved from Freehold 
to Red Bank. The member Associations included Atlantic Highlands, 
Belmar, Freehold, Keyport, Little Silver, Manasquan, Westside Branch of 
Red Bank, Sea Girt, and Spring Lake. William FL Petherbridge held the 
office of executive secretary of the Monmouth Federation of YMCAs and 
the offices were located at the Riverside Avenue Y. However, Red Bank 
would withdraw from the Federation in 1946 because they wanted to 
"keep faith" with their contributors and supporters in the "Red Bank Trade 
Area."

During the late 1940s, Roy E. Cotton proved to be an active secretary of 
the Association and during his term the Y spent $20,000 for renovations 
though they knew building would be needed, it was "a stopgap mea
sure." The "white-columned structure had to carry a lot of weight for the 
next twenty years," and Mr. Cotton felt that "the remodeling was well 
worth the expense."

At the end of 1949, the "Minutes of the Board of Directors of The Com
munity YMCA" reveal that there were 2,100 members at the Riverside 
location and 460 at the Westside Branch. Both had doubled during the 
previous three years. THOSE FABULOUS FIFTIES

The decade after the war, became those years often known as the "fabu
lous fifties" and the Riverside YMCA responded with all sorts of activi
ties for the young people of the Red Bank area. Those were the Eisenhower 
years that are now often glorified with nostalgia from the era. Of course 
there was a another side to the history of the fifties including the Korean 
War, the "cold war," and the struggle for civil rights.

first director of the nursery. The program ran from 6:30 a.m. until 5:45 pm 
and included supervised play, hot lunches prepared by Mrs. William 
Petingale (wife of the YMCA building superintendent), nap time and of 
course playtime. This was a program developed out of necessity to meet 
the many needs of civilian workers during the war years but can now be 
viewed as a milestone event. Many programs during that era were only 
part-time but the Red Bank YMCA was offering an innovation, full-day 
care. The working mothers of the Red Bank area who avail themselves of 
the child care programs at The Community YMCA or any other centers 
can be thankful for the efforts of the farsighted women of the 1940s.

In later years, after-school programs developed. Children wore strings 
with their house keys around their necks and became known as "latch
key children." By the late 1960s and early 1970s, a more structured school
age child care program developed. As more and more mothers went to 
work in the 1980s and 1990s, The Community YMCA has met the chal
lenge and responded to their needs by providing high quality child care 
services.
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"Togetherness'’ - A three-legged race at 
Navesink Nation Fun Night for new 
members of The Community YMCA 
Indian Guides, held at Red Bank High 
School, November 1969. Left to right: 
Daniel Tyler, nation chief; David Hook 
and his father, Rober Hook; Alan Loeser 
and his father, Fred. (Daily Register 
photo by Don Lordi.)

COMMUNITY GROUPS USED THE Y

A number of community groups utilized the facilities of The Commu
nity YMCA on Riverside Avenue. Because of Fred Forrest, a Y board mem
ber, the First Unitarian Fellowship of Monmouth County founded in 1957 
held meetings at the Riverside Y building starting in 1958. The name of 
the church became The First Unitarian Church of Monmouth County in 
1962, and Reverend Harold Dean was formally installed at the Riverside 
building as full-time minister.

Edith and Russell Gray who were instrumental in developing the 
church, recall how members had to pull the chairs up through a trap door 
in the gym floor at the Riverside Y for the Sunday services! By 1963, the 
church that is now known as the Unitarian Universalist Congregation of 
Monmouth County had moved to West Front Street in Lincroft where 
they are located today.

A PLACE TO COME TOGETHER

The Riverside Avenue facility would remain the Y's home base for the 
Red Bank Branch until 1966 when it was demolished. These were pivotal 
years, the years of the Y by the riverside.

By the late 1960s, the Association had a new facility almost completed, 
a building on Maple Avenue that is the home of The Community YMCA's 
Red Bank Branch today. It represents a significant site in the approximate 
geographical center of town, located near the railroad tracks-—the divid
ing line between the east side and the west side of Red Bank. It was a 
place where people could begin to come together in the true spirit of the 
Y's mission.

Members of the Old Monmouth Dog 
Training Club conducted dog obedience 
classes at the Riverside Y building in the 
1950s and 1960s.

INDIAN GUIDES PROGRAM

The national YMCA's Indian Guides Program for fathers and sons origi
nally got its start in 1926. At the Red Bank Y on Riverside Avenue, the 
minute books from 1949 note that an Indian Guides Program was started 
for fathers and sons. However, there seems to be little mention of their 
activities again at Red Bank until the middle of the 1960s when they were 
very active while David Lewis was executive secretary of the Associa
tion. The various local groups adopted names such as "The Blackfoot 
Nation" and "The Raritan Nation."

In 1970, The Indian Guides Program of the YMCA was reportedly the 
only nationwide activity for boys that required their fathers to partici
pate. This program was different from other "Y" activities as the fathers 
and sons would meet at their individual homes. Many meetings or "pow
wows" were also held at Camp Arrowhead. The "tribes" consisted of 
groups of boys and their dads from their own neighborhoods made up of 
from 6 to 11 father and son duos. By 1967, there were already 34 tribes 
operated by The Community YMCA.

The girls were not left out. In 1970, a program soon began at The Com
munity YMCA called Indian Princesses that was for fathers and daugh
ters and followed the same format as the Indian Guides program. Both 
The Indian Guides and the Indian Princess programs ended in the 1980s.

Dave Lewis of the Y chats with boys in 
the Indian Guides Program, c. 1960s.

Regardless of whatever else was going on in the world, convertibles 
cruised Broad Street in Red Bank and juke boxes blared at luncheonettes 
with the sounds of Elvis Presley and The Big Bopper. Dances and parties 
continued at the Y. Television mesmerized the American public and kept 
many people home in their living rooms but the "tube" could not replace 
the need for physical recreation and interaction with others.
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Chapter V

The Westside Y

Dr. Janies W. Parker Sr.

Dr. Janies W. Parker Jr.

I

A c. 1930 aerial view of Red Bank's west 
side that developed rapidly after 1900.

THE GROWTH OF THE WEST SIDE

Red Bank's west side in the 1920s and 30s was a growing, ethnically 
diverse community. Dr. Parker's son, Dr. James W. Parker Jr., born in 1919, 
talked about his neighborhood of the past in an interview conducted by 
The Community YMCA History Committee in 1998: "When I was a young
ster in Red Bank, the west side of Red Bank was a mixed community com
prised of my neighbors [who] were Italians on one side of me, Irish across 
the street from me, Jewish, Polish, and we had a beautiful community at 
that time." He went to River Street School and to Red Bank High School 
when it was on Harding Road.

Italian-Americans living on the west side had some difficulties related 
to being excluded from various local activities in the Red Bank area. They 
felt a need for a place where they would feel comfortable. The River Street

The story of Red Bank's Westside Y illustrates the determination, vital
ity and talent of the African-American people who formed it. The Westside 
Branch of The Community YMCA, in its time, was called the "Colored Y" 
and, in retrospect, is usually called "The Black Y." During years of depres
sion, war, and postwar transition, the Westside Y proved to be a dynamic 
and worthy institution. Perhaps, most of all, it was a place for friendship 
and hope.

President Herbert Hoover's Republican campaign slogan in 1928 had 
ironically been "A Chicken in Every Pot, and Two Cars in Every Garage." 
On the other hand, despite the poverty, an abundance of resources was 
available in America. Technology advanced especially in the entertain
ment industry as movies and radio flourished.

Red Bank and the small towns surrounding it were growing despite 
the depression. A housing boom of the late 1920s had brought more people 
to the Red Bank area. Jobs were scarce but some depression proof indus
tries prospered in the area such as flower nurseries and tourism-related 
businesses.

Minorities had made strides in gaining acceptance into American soci
ety by the early twentieth century. Immigrants who poured into the coun
try from all parts of the world adjusted to life in America, and slavery 
was long abolished. Yet racism and hatred continued to leave ugly marks 
in both urban areas and in small towns across the country.

Even in the passive-looking suburban communities of Monmouth 
County, New Jersey, secretive organizations such as the Ku Klux Klan 
were influential and exerted as much force as they could muster. 
Monmouth County newspapers from the early 1920s are full of stories 
about Klan activities. Dressed in hooded white robes and carrying burn
ing crosses, Klan members marched through the local streets but had lost 
much of their influence by 1930.

The growing African-American community of Red Bank did not give 
in to fear or allow their children's lives to be disrupted. During the Great 
Depression, people worked together to better their lives out of necessity. 
The Community YMCA minute books of 1931 show that in February the 
lack of meeting space for the west side "colored" group was a concern. 
The board decided to offer them space at the One Branch Avenue head
quarters one evening a week. This was not sufficient. The west side needed 
a neighborhood place where their young people could go on a regular 
basis. In 1931, a group of "colored" men under the able leadership of Dr. 
James W. Parker, a black physician who was respected by all, established 
the Westside Y.

THE GREAT DEPRESSION

In the 1930s, the country was going through the Great Depression when 
breadlines and bank failures were common. By 1931, one hundred thou
sand people were being fired per week and black workers were being 
laid off at an even higher rate than whites, as much as 35 percent more by 
1932. Many men left their families to search for work across the country. 
The family structure suffered although there are those who say that hard 
times helped to pull some families together. It was a time when juvenile 
delinquency became a problem.

I' '. - “
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The building at 141 West Bergen Place 
that served as a home for the Westside Y 
in the early 1940s.

COUNT BASIE'S FIRST APPEARANCE
IN HIS HOMETOWN, RED BANK

Many YMCA events were held at the River Street School where the 
auditorium could accommodate large groups. In the winter of 1938, sto
ries about a joyous YMCA benefit performance held at the River Street 
School filled the pages of the local newspapers. The great musician Count 
Basie and his 15-piece Negro Band made their first appearance in Basie's 
hometown, Red Bank. They had performed in Asbury Park the previous 
year but this was the first time in Red Bank. Basie's appearance was made 
possible through the efforts of Dr. James W. Parker Sr. The concert and

FORMAL AND INFORMAL SEGREGATION

Both formal and informal segregation existed in the Red Bank area. 
When James Parker Jr. went to the motion picture shows at the Carlton 
Theater on Monmouth Street (now the Count Basie Theatre), he could not 
sit with his white friends. "Colored" people were required to sit upstairs 
in the balcony on the right-hand side. At the Strand Theater (where the 
Merrill Lynch Building now stands on the comer of Linden Place and Broad 
Street), Parker remembers having to sit in the last ten rows on the right 
side in the back.

There were contradictions and prejudices. According to Parker, it was 
not until around 1940 that he could sit downstairs in the local theater. 
Many local restaurants were also segregated until the 1940s.

Although the YMCA was open to all races and religions, there existed 
feelings of separation that were comparable to many institutions of the 
time. The difficulty, as described by Dr. Parker Jr., was that blacks did not 
feel wanted at the Y on the east side of Red Bank and thus felt uncomfort
able. There were underlying tensions that would resurface often and ex
ploded across the country during the tumultuous 1960s.

r
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THE WESTSIDE Y OF THE 1940s

In the 1947 Dedication Program book of the Westside YMCA, a brief 
history of the branch begins as follows: "The Westside Branch of the Com
munity YMCA was conceived many years ago in the minds of many civic 
minded men and women of this area who realized that the best invest
ment that any town can make is in its young people. Recognizing that the 
principles of the YMCA movement are much to be desired, and that the 
practice of such principles would offer much-needed recreation and the 
development of young people along spiritual lines, many leading citi
zens of Red Bank decided to pool their resources and give their time and 
energy to the promotion of such an idea."

Richard T. Smith, the executive secretary of The Community YMCA at 
that time did much to help organize the Westside Y, but it was the first 
Committee of Management under the competent leadership of Dr. James 
W. Parker Sr. that really made the project work. The Committee included 
Thomas E. Taylor, Isaac Foreman, Bernard Mason, Sprague Williams, Dr. 
M. C. Dabney, L. G. Handy, P. L. Jones, William Lyons and Walter Greer. 
Their chief adviser was Thomas E. Taylor retired executive secretary of 
the Harlem Branch of the YMCA of New York who gave his time and 
talent to help the budding organization.

School was generally used for Italian-American recreational activities dur
ing the 1930s and 1940s. In 1939, The River Street School Y was reorga
nized for its fourth year under the capable direction of Frank Pingitore, 
physical education instructor at the school. The enrollment was for both 
students and working young men.

VOLUNTEERS LED THE WAY

The staff of the new Westside Branch was entirely volunteer at first 
including their dedicated first Secretary Isaac Forman, a great humanitar
ian. The women of the community enter the picture here as influential 
organizers as well. Mrs. Marie Parker, Mrs. Mae Westbrook, Mrs. Smack, 
Miss Nancy Fields, Mrs. Dorothy Flax and Mrs. Forman all devoted much I! I 
time to helping the new branch by starting programs, leading discussion •"
groups, and sponsoring clubs.

The earliest home of the Westside Y was a house on the corner of 
Shrewsbury Avenue and St. Mary's Place where activities took place from 
1927-1932. This was an outgrowth of the need for a facility closer to the 
neighborhoods on the west side so the children from that area would have 
a place to go for recreational activities. As the new branch gained in popu
larity, it moved to larger quarters at a building at the end of West Bergen 
Place. In November 1935, a formal opening of the new west side head
quarters took place and an afternoon musical tea to celebrate the event 
was attended by more than 200 people.

The resignation of Isaac Forman due to ill health was accepted then 
with great regret. Reverend Goodwin of the Zion Methodist Church was 
to supervise the work of the Westside Y.

At the new facility, there was much more room for sports and meet
ings. The important thing was to provide a place where kids could get off 
the streets and participate in healthy activities.

By 1941, the Westside Branch expanded and moved to 141 West Bergen 
Place and the Board of Directors and the Committee of Management felt 
that the organization warranted a full-time paid secretary. George Taylor 
of the Witherspoon YMCA of Princeton was hired. Taylor made great 
strides in helping to develop the branch during his three years there and 
he was succeeded by George Reeves, also of Princeton. Reeves was only 
there for two years, but it was during his time as executive secretary that 
negotiations began to acquire the old Bergen Street School for the Westside 
Y. When Reeves left in August 1946, Rudolf Hawkins became executive 
secretary of the Westside Branch. In September of that same year, Joseph 
C. Irwin, president of the Board of Directors, accepted the deed to the 
Bergen Place property from the chairman of the Red Bank Board of Edu
cation. The new building was dedicated on Sunday April 13, 1947.
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THE START OF BLACK HISTORY MONTH

Band

Red

The Westside Y at 144 West Bergen 
Place (now the home of The 
Community YMCA's adminstrative 

 offices) as it looked in the 1950s.

One of the many local newspaper articles 
about Count Basie's 1938 Red Bank 
benefit for the YMCA.

e’s

Although it looked like St. Anthony's would win the Y Church League 
title in 1938, the Westside Y "turned the tide of battle with a third period 
rally and beating back a belated counter rally in the closing minutes of an 
exciting game." The Westside Y downed St. Anthony's 36-28. In 1939, the 
Westside Cagers had a winning streak in the YMCA Church League bas
ketball games at the River Street School gym.
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Red Bank Westside Y.M.CA.
Presents Count Basi
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basketball teams in the country" appeared in 
a benefit game. The exhibition team played 
and won against the County All Star Cagers.

the rise of jazz and swing music and the 
popularity of Red Bank's Count Basie, but 
even more importantly, the coming together 
of a racially mixed audience to benefit a com
mon cause, The Community YMCA.

Another great event sponsored by the 
YMCA soon followed on April 11th, at the 

Holiday’ and-James6Rushinge Kiver Street School gym. The "world's col- 
sohdav is orej basketball champions," the Renaissance

dance were held at the River Street School auditorium on February 3,1938.

Basie, the son of Mr. and Mrs. Harvey Basie of 229 Mechanic Street, 
was bom in Red Bank, studied music here and attended Red Bank High 
School. In later years, his song, "The Kid from Red Bank" would give him 
a nickname that would stick with him.

Performing with Basie and his band was a young singer who, in her 
early twenties, was already famous. Her name, now so well-known, was 
Billie Holiday also called "Lady Day." The great James Rushing also sang 
that night and his presentation of "Rosalie" had the audience "swaying 

to his music and his swing motion." Follow
ing the concert, the band played on for the 
people to dance. It was truly a night to re
member!

The YMCA helped to create what we now honor as "Black History 
Month" each February. In 1926, famous black historian Carter G. Woodson 
Ph.D., and three of his friends introduced Negro History Week at the 
former "Colored YMCA" on Chicago's south side.

In the 1930s, the resourceful Westside Y started sponsoring community 
nights and meetings in observation of National Negro History Week. The 
festivities included "a Negro history bee" which was a quiz about black 
history. In the 1960s, "Negro Flistory Week" became "Black History Week. 
In 1976, Congress declared that February was to be the nation's official 
"Black History Month."

The Westside Y was bustling with activity throughout the 1940s. In 1941, 
George Taylor was named Secretary of the Westside Y and he proved to 
be an extremely active and talented organizer. The Friday night movies 
were very popular and the many clubs such as the Woodcraft Club, the 
Junior Morale Builders and Hi-Y's. In 1943, the Employed Girls' Club 
played basketball games in competition with WACS from Fort Monmouth.

Under the leadership of George Taylor in the early 1940s, there was a 
steady increase in attendance. During the war, the Westside Y was the 
headquarters of the Air Wardens for the tenth district and the Association 
played an active part in defense work. Most important, as Taylor stated in 
a speech in 1942, the YMCA had a responsibility to lift civilian morale

COUNT BASIE
Count Basie’s entertainment at 

Red Bank will start promptly 
8:30 o’clock and will continue until 
10 p. m. From 10:30 p.
1 a. m. Count Basie and his 
tional band will play for

He and his orchestra made their 
first appearance In the county last 
August when they played a concert 
at the Elk’s home, Asbury -Park. 
Their concert was well applauded 
and by a capacity crowd which was 
on hand to welcome the famed Red 
Bank musician.

Features on his program are 
Billie  T—
Miss Holiday is considered probably  —
the finest girl swing singer of her * '
race, and Mr. Rushing, whose rendi- Five, known as "one of the fastest colored 
tions of popular songs in swing 1 , . . ..
tempo have been heard on many 
of Benny Goodman's Victor record
ings.

RED BANK, Jan. 29. — Countf 
Basie and his 15-piece Negro band 
will make their first appearance 
here on Thursday night, Feb. 3, at 
8:30 o’clock when they will present 
a concert and dance at the River 
Street School auditorium. The en
tertainment is under the auspices 
of the Red Bank Westside Young 
Men’s Christian Association.

Count Basie, a native of Red 
Bank, is being brought here through 
the efforts of Dr. James W. Parker, 
chairman of the Westside Y. M. 
C. A. and the Board of Directors. 
Count Basie or William as he wras 
known in his schooldays is a son 
of Mr. and Mrs. Harvey Basie of 
229 Mechanic Street. He was bom 
at Red Bank, studied music here 
since he was seven years old and 
attended the Red Bank High 
School.

He started on the road to fame 
with a small orchestra, making his 
first appearance at a small dance at 
New York. He was in New York 
about two weeks and then made a 
tour of the West.

The history of Count Basie’s band 
starts in 1934 in Kansas City, just 
after the death of Bennie Moten, 
the great Negro bandleader. Basie 
had been Moten’s pianist and as
sistant conductor, so that it was 
logical that he assumed command 
of the band after Moten’s death. 
For. nearly two years, he directed 
the band at the Reno club in 
Kansas City.

One of his broadcasts from this 
spot attracted the attention of 
Benny Goodman, who was at that' 
time playing at the Congress hotel, 
Chicago. Goodman seldom missed 
the band’s broadcasts from that 
time on and became Basie’s 
staunchest booster. Through his 
recommendation, the band was 
signed by the Music Corporation of 
America, which immediately 
brought the band into recognition.

Over 500 people attended the momentous 
concert and the River Street School was jump
ing with excitement as the Count and his en
semble made their first appearance in Red 
Bank that night of February 3,1938. The event 
is significant not only because of the swing 
era, blues, and jazz history, but because it 
helped to call attention to the YMCA. It also 
helped to bring people together. A newspa
per editorial of the time illustrates this by 
pointing out that the concert was well at
tended by "an enthusiastic audience of both 
white and colored residents." The writer 
went on to say that the Westside YMCA ben
efited and was "successful financially as well 
as from other standpoints." The closing para
graph of the editorial states, "Red Bank 
should feel proud that a native son is con
tributing so greatly to the development of 
popular music, which after all, is essentially 

:art promptly at American. The concert represents not only zill continue until -
m. to 
sensa- 

dancing.
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3 during the war and to "give their utmost toward the fight against juve-

Shooting hoops at the playground in 
back of the Westside Y, 144 West 
Bergen Place, c. 1950.

Florence and Leon Hayes dance at the 
Monmouth County Cotillion in the 
1950s. Mrs. Hayes served as general 
chairperson of the event in 1951, 1952, 
1953, 1954, and in 1968. Mr. Hayes 
served on the Cotillion Committee.

This group photo was taken at the 
West side Y, c. 1950. Many of these 
people aided in developing the 
Monmouth County Cotillion. Left to 
right; Front row: Margaret Allen, Alice 
Parker (wife of Dr. Parker Jr.), 
unknown, Florence Hayes, Mary 
Major, Katherine Wormley, Miriam 
Nichols, Lucille Moore; Back Row: 
Forrester Lee, Gloria Johnson, Gloria 
Quarles, Marie Parker (wife of Dr. 
Parker Sr.) Francis Emmons, Laura 
Emmons, unknown, unknown, and 
Leon Hayes.
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age young people of high moral character to excel in scholastic achieve
ment and to provide incentives for challenging careers." Also, the cotil
lions would help to develop "good social skills."

Twenty-eight debutantes were presented at the first regal cotillion to 
benefit the Westside Y of Red Bank that was held at Asbury Park High 
School on April 27, 1951. The Cotillion Queen was Catherine Foreman 
who received an exquisite gold-plated compact donated by Reusilles jew
elry store, Red Bank. Many famous figures attended the Cotillions. Mrs. 
Katharine Elkus White, the mayor of Red Bank, presented the forty-two 
debutantes at the 1952 Cotillion at Asbury Park's Convention Hall. Over 
2,300 people watched the event that raised money for a possible gym to 
be built at Red Bank's Westside Branch of The Community YMCA.

The college scholarship winner of the 1952 Cotillion was Miss Celeste 
Harris of Red Bank. The guest of honor that memorable year was none 
other than Red Bank's own Count Basie who had performed in a benefit 
for the Y at the River Street School back in 1938, his first appearance in his 
hometown.

The Count Basie band played for the Cotillion and for dancing after
wards. Mr. Basie received an Honor Scroll from the "citizens of Monmouth 
County" which was presented to him by Mrs. Florence Hayes, general 
chairperson, for his "contribution in the field of entertainment through 
your music" and "because your public and private life has been a credit 
to Monmouth County."

Katharine Elkus White had helped out at the Y during the depression 
and war years. She supervised YMCA-sponsored canning classes at the 
River Street School in cooperation with the Emergency Relief Fund. In 
1964, Mrs. White served as U.S. Ambassador to Denmark and she is said 
to be the first woman in the United States to head a toll road when she 
directed the New Jersey Highway Authority. Her son, Lawrence White, 
was president of The Community YMCA from 1981-82.

Count Basie returned to Monmouth County once again to play at the 
Cotillion of 1956 at Convention Hall. That year, fifty-eight young men 
and women participated in the event.

THE TRADITION OF THE COTILLIONS

In 1950, Mrs. Florence Hayes met with members of the Westside 
Women's Auxiliary and other interested people to discuss a fund-raiser 
for the Westside Y. Some of the planners included Mrs. Katherine Wormley, 
Mrs. Bessie Smith, Mrs. Margaret Mann, Dr. and Mrs. James Parker Sr., 
and their daughter-in-law Alice Parker, Mrs. Lucille Moore and Leon 
Hayes. The group met with Mrs. Lillian Sharp Hunter of The Amsterdam 
News, a New York paper, and she advised them about what type of fund
raiser would succeed. They decided upon an elegant debutante cotillion.

The soft swishing of bouffant skirts and the sweet smell of roses were 
only part of the cotillion. Although the event was a stunningly beautiful 
one, the purpose of the ball was not merely for looks or show. The pri
mary purpose was to award scholarships. The cotillions were to "encour-

nile delinquency as experienced in Great Britain."

In 1946, the Westside Y would realize that a building across the street, 
once a school, would become available. A familiar Red Bank landmark, 
the Bergen Place School was built in 1912 to accommodate the growing 
population of the West Side. The building was owned by the Red Bank 
Board of Education and was purchased by The Community YMCA for 
$7,500 and title was conveyed by deed dated August 20, 1946.

The world was changing very rapidly during those years right after 
the war. It would be a long road ahead of working for civil rights, but 
things were improving. In 1946, segregated YMCAs were no longer al
lowed by the national YMCA organization.

In 1947, headlines across the nation told how Jackie Robinson signed 
up with the Dodgers and became the first black baseball player to be hired 
by a major league team. In 1950, the Korean conflict was going on, and 
some young men did not want to make commitments to Y activities be
lieving they might be drafted. Nevertheless, the fifties proved to be busy 
years at the Westside Y.

The roster for the Westside Branch Committee of management for 1947 
included an impressive list of local west side residents, clergy and busi
ness men. According to Dr. Parker Jr., who was one of the members, two 
well-respected Red Bank police detectives were on that committee. They 
were B. Harrison Glover, who had served as president of the Westside Y, 
and Emerson Williams.

Forrester Lee became Executive Secretary in 1950 succeeding Rudolph 
Hawkins. Dr. James Parker Sr. remained active and headed the Finance 
Committee in 1954. In 1955, Forrester Lee was general chairperson. Around 
that time, a drama workshop was organized. There were many clubs and 
the Ladies Auxiliary held card parties and fund-raisers.

The playground at the Westside Y was popular and children could be 
seen on the playground equipment and playing basketball. Women served 
on the Westside Committee of Management for the first time in 1955.

hwUta
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The Story of Two Branches: 
Arrowhead & Family Services

An aerial view of Arrowhead from the 
1960s.

The sheer grace and elegance of a 
late 1950's Cotillion at Convention 
Hall, Asbury Park.
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THE CLOSING OF THE WESTSIDE Y

The West Bergen Street school building operated as the Westside Branch 
of The Community YMCA for almost ten years until it was sold in 1957 
for economic reasons. Problems developed in maintaining the facility. 
Unfortunately the decision had to be made to sell. The site had several 
uses and was acquired by the Monmouth Day Care Center in the 1980s. 
When they moved, The Community YMCA, entered into a lease with the 
day care center for the building and in 1996 the ever-growing Commu
nity YMCA moved its administrative offices there where they continue to 
operate today.

The year 1958 marked the end of the Westside Y as a separate branch 
but great strides were made by the people who founded it and by its mem
bers. The Community YMCA would reach out to west side residents and 
encourage them to be an integral part of the new facility on Maple Av
enue when it opened in 1970. The struggle was certainly not over, but 
gains had been won. The sturdy tree was growing and changing.
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Two of the three branches that make up The Community YMCA today 
lie outside Red Bank. While the Red Bank Branch was going through great 
changes in the 1950s, '60s, and '70s, two significant branches sprouted 
and grew—Arrowhead and Family Services.

ONCE UPON A TIME ... A POTATO FARM
In the late 1950s, open space and farms still blanketed much of 

Monmouth County's landscape. Although housing developments and 
shopping centers began popping up rapidly after the Second World War, 
in Monmouth and particularly the western part, determined farmers kept 
tilling their land. By the 1980s, many struggling farmers could no longer 
resist the offers to sell, and upscale houses soon dotted much of the coun
tryside.

In 1958, thirty-six acres of woods, rolling hills and fields on Route 520 
in Marlboro Township that once included a potato farm became the home
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The young women presented at the ball had to be graduating seniors, 
between 16 to 18 years old, from high schools and were selected on the 
basis of academic achievement. A highlight of the dance each year is the 
selection of a king (escort) and queen based on their scholastic ratings. 
Their awards are scholarships sent to their respective college or univer
sity. The Cotillions continue today.

Although the Cotillions provided an ongoing and worthwhile fund- 
raising activity that benefited young people, not enough money was real
ized to save the Westside Y or to build a gym which was the original goal 
in 1950.



The Story of Two Branches • 6564 * Celebrating 125 Years

Children at Camp Arrowhead practicing archery.

A group of happy Arrowhead campers in 
front of a "woody" wagon in the early 
days.

A souvenir (color) postcard of the pool at 
Camp Arrowhead from the 1960s.
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of Camp Arrowhead, a branch of The Community YMCA that continues 
today. The history of Camp Arrowhead really begins, however, not in 
Marlboro Township, but in Middletown Township. With an increasing 
membership, more community involvement than ever, and growth in the 
1950s, The Community YMCA in Red Bank felt the need to provide better 
summer camps. The Y administered the playground programs for many 
years in Red Bank and sent many campers off for summer experiences at 
YMCA camps located in other parts of New Jersey.

In those "fabulous fifties," with an abundance of post-war children, it 
was time for a nearby camp that The Community YMCA could call their 
own. As passive innovations such as television became a part of Ameri
can households, the necessity for healthy outdoor activities became a pri
ority. Instead of sitting home in pajamas watching cartoons, children 
needed fresh air and exercise. Adults, of course, required activities too! 
Camp Arrowhead could provide both physical activity and socialization, 
and in later years, child care.

I
Construction of the swimming pool at 
Camp Arrowhead in 1963.

WILBUR VAN LENTEN LEADS CAMP ARROWHEAD

In 1963, Wilbur "Bill" Van Lenten was hired as the first executive direc
tor of Camp Arrowhead. Under his guidance, the camp that was known 
at first as the "Family Extension Center" flourished and became a vital 
branch of The Community YMCA serving a wide radius of the county. 
Rodney Hibner was the Association's executive officer at the time when 
Van Lenten was hired.

Wilbur Van Lenten, who retired in 1987 has truly become a legend in 
the history of Camp Arrowhead. Van Lenten, a U.S. Army Major, retired 
in 1962 and wanted a position that would keep him in one place as he had 
traveled so much while in the service. The job directing Arrowhead was 
perfect for Van Lenten who also had experience in sports and recreation 
and enjoyed working with kids. He was known to pitch in and help the 
volunteers to do things like painting, mowing, or whatever needed to be 
done.

In an interview conducted in 1998, "Bill" Van Lenten reminisced about 
the early days and the trials and tribulations of Camp Arrowhead: "The 
day camp was located down at the bottom of the hill where the ponds 
were. There was a little caretaker's shack, just two or three rooms and a 
bath. That's all it was. That was where they had the day camp headquar
ters and then from there they went out to the rest of the camp to their 
programs ... But it was very, very tight and very rustic. The kids from day 
camp swam in the pool in the morning. They went up there and spent the 
whole day at the camp until 2:00 in the afternoon. Then they left and it 
was family membership's turn. They would have lessons from 2:00 to 
3:00 and 3:00 to 4:00."

Bill Van Lenten related how difficult the scheduling was in those days 
and that families often would have to wait several hours until they could 
go in the pool. There were just too many people coming. "I mean the 
people came from Matawan, Hazlet, Holmdel, Red Bank, Marlboro - just 
all over! There was no other pool around at that time and we just couldn't

THE RAPID GROWTH OF ARROWHEAD
AS A FAMILY CENTER

The first Camp Arrowhead was in Middletown Township, in the Oak 
Hill section at a site owned by Jacob Lefferts. Lefferts was a strong sup
porter of The Community YMCA and would later become its president. 
After a short time, a group of concerned individual supporters of the Y 
formed an organization known as the Shrewsbury Area Camp Associa
tion. On December 27, 1957, they purchased the land on Route 520 in 
Marlboro, across from the former Marlboro State Hospital (the hospital 
closed in 1998) from Samuel P. and Rebecca Barker.

The property was acquired by a group that was not entitled to tax- 
exempt status and at first the owners were paying full property taxes. 
Then in early 1958, The Community YMCA (known then as The Commu
nity YMCA of the Shrewsbury River Area) converted the property for use 
as a summer camp.

To safeguard The Community YMCA for its expenditures on the prop
erty, a mortgage in the amount of $33,000 was given from the Camp As
sociation to The Community YMCA on January 27, 1958. By summer, the 
new camp opened. During that first season, Arrowhead operated as a 
day camp only with a budget of $12,000. Within the next two years, under 
the leadership of Harry H. Neuberger of Middletown and J. Raymond 
DeRidder of Red Bank, funds were raised to build a fine outdoor pool 
and dressing room facilities.

Completed in 1963, the 36 x 75 foot pool and the kiddie pool offered 
" families a place for swimming meets, lessons, and just good old family 

'■ fun. Previously, swimming lessons were conducted at a variety of sites 
around the county and even at a little pond in Ocean Township that was 
not much more than what used to be known as the "old swimming hole." 
The new facilities at Arrowhead were a big improvement but still very 
basic.
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Learning to ski at Arrowhead.

Exterior of the Neuberger Lodge

Arrowhead Director Bill Van Lenten 
adjusts a snow-making machine.

Interior of The Neuberger Lodge

handle them. We really struggled with it... To say the least, it was crowded! 
With kids using the bathrooms and the locker rooms that long in the morn
ing and then having to pick it up with a big crowd of family members in 
the afternoon, I mean it was just horrendous! And there was no place to 
park. The first day I went in to work I was observing just to see what was 
happening, and I looked at the grass where the cars were supposed to 
park, and there was nothing but weeds. They were about three feet high 
and the cars had just pulled right into the weeds. Cars were pulled up 
right around the pool. If you turned the headlights on at night, you could 
swim! It was entirely too small."

The farmhouse on the Arrowhead property was not adequate for use 
as the camp center. The building was expanded, re-designed to suit the 
camp's needs and dedicated on June 22, 1975 in memory of Harry H. 
Neuberger. The donation that made this possible was provided by Mrs. 
Neuberger. The Neuberger Lodge, as it is now named, was renovated in 
1998 and houses a day care center and administrative offices.

When Van Lenten started work, Executive Secretary Rod Hibner took 
him into the farmhouse and showed him his new office. There was just 
one problem - the ceiling had just fallen to the floor! The office was re
paired but was just another indication that the whole facility was too small 
and needed a lot of work. There were problems with plumbing and other 
problems. The outdoor pavilions that were built for the camp proved to 
be popular and although they were open-sided, the people seemed to 
like them! The social life was bustling at Arrowhead with dancing, games 
to play and annual carnivals. The staff and volunteers were excellent, and 
the camp flourished despite so many difficulties.

Van Lenten knew, however, that the problems must be addressed and 
the only solution was in dollars. Money would need to be budgeted to 
improve the situation. The day camp and family membership were suc
cessful. There was no charge for swimming lessons in the early days as 
they were part of the membership, and the recreation commissions of 
various communities would bring busloads of kids out on Saturday morn
ings. So with the communities involved, it seemed logical to have to start 
charging some dollars and arrange better scheduling. Scholarships were 
available to those in need from the very beginning.

Then in the late 1960s some nearby communities began to open pools. 
Holmdel, Hazlet and Marlboro put pools in. These were then a blow for 
Arrowhead. "That was the start of the fall of the family memberships. If 
the pool could have stayed open all day for family swimming, it would 
have worked but there was the day camp. As the summer programs grew, 
more programs were added, and the enrollment in summer day camp 
was high and growing each year. The family swim just drifted out of the 
picture."

The Y's Men's Club donated the outdoor basketball court that Van 
Lenten described as a "God-send." Something needed to be done to make 
Arrowhead usable all year so there would be income in the winter as well 
as the summer.

THE SKI BUG STRIKES!
The nation was still in shock after the assassination of President John F. 

Kennedy in November, 1963. The Vietnam War was escalating and ten
sions were mounting with civil rights issues. On the lighter side, the Beatles 
and British rock invaded the country and the Tri-Hi-Y Club responded by 
sponsoring a "Beatle Hop" at Arrowhead in February 1964. In sports, the 
Celtics beat the San Francisco Warriors for the N.B.A. title.

In 1964, the first skiing area ever to exist in Monmouth County opened 
at Camp Arrowhead. It was a time when baby boomers were coming of 
age and the very first of the post-war babies would graduate from high 

school.
Basketball, football, softball, volleyball, bowling, and swimming re

mained popular as ever. But the times were changing and restless people 
were looking for new leisure time pursuits. Skiing, of course, had been 
around a long time but was an exciting new option in recreation for many 
people, and provided something different for Monmouth County. The 

unique facility received a great deal of publicity.
Newspaper articles of the era describe the "ski bug" that hit the Shore 

area and The Community YMCA was ready to meet the challenge by pro
viding slopes close to home for many thankful Winter enthusiasts. For 
those who could not afford trips to New England or other ski resort areas, 
local families could now learn to ski at Arrowhead for affordable prices.

James T. Brotherton, who was in charge of the Marlboro State Hospital 
orchards across the road from Arrowhead, is credited with developing 
his dream of a local ski area and caring for it. It began with some hay on 
the hill at Arrowhead, a provincial ski slope to say the least! And then it 
grew and grew. A ski school and a ski club were started. Such features as 
a variety of tows, and lights for night skiing lured not only families and
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An aerial view of the ski area 
at Camp Arrowhead c. 1971.

John Bird gives some pointers to camper Bill Collins on the 
side horse while the rest of the group looks on at the new 
Arrowhead Gymnastics Pavilion in 1971.
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A skiing lesson on a plastic brush ski 
track at Arrowhead.

Maureen Rebele, an instructor at the new Arrowhead 
Gymnastics Pavilion in 1971, coaches Jenny Bent on the 
balance beam.

SUMMER CAMP, THE "HEART" OF ARROWHEAD

Although the winter activities garnered a lot of attention, the summer 
camp was still the "heart" of Arrowhead. In the summer of 1965, the big 
news was that a co-ed summer teenage sports camp would open at Ar
rowhead, an innovation for its time. Some of the activities offered included 
swimming, golf and tennis instruction, softball, marksmanship and riflery, 
and education field trips. Lawson "Chips" Fosgate, camp director, stated

that "practically any program is possible . . . from hiking in the Appala
chian Trail to holding group discussions at the camp." The camp would 
provide opportunities and challenges for young people. Assisting Fosgate 
were Red Bank teacher Mrs. Bruce Johnson, and Fred Gernsback, acting 
principal and teacher at the Thompson School in Middletown Township.

In 1967, family activities included the annual Saturday chicken barbe
cue "replete with entertainment, usually a water show." At this time, Di
rector Van Lenten announced that improvements would be made. By the 
Summer of 1968, hot water showers were installed in the enlarged bath 
house with lockers, and a snackbar and a tiered deck were added to the 
area surrounding the pool. The camp had an arts and crafts shop, basket
ball and volleyball courts, softball field, picnic and family camping 
grounds, outdoor pavilion shelters, archery range, administration and first 
aid buildings. The day camp was successfully conducted by Shrewsbury 
teacher Doug McCrum who was with Arrowhead since its early days.

In the 1970s the Frontier Camp, an advanced co-ed extension of the 
day camp program for the 11 to 14 year olds began. The program taught 
outdoor and camping skills and learning about nature and aimed to keep 
the older kids interested.
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teens, but also the weary business people and commuters to the slopes of 
Arrowhead. Perhaps most importantly of all, the skiing venture was to 
help make Arrowhead a year-round recreational area so that it could make 
enough money to keep going with programs for all whether or not they 
have the ability to pay. But what about relying on snow? It seems there 
was a lot more of the "white stuff " in the early days. As time went by, and 
winters became milder, it was necessary to rely on man-made snow and 
other means.

In 1967 plastic ski mats were installed known as "plastic brush ski track" 
which had proven to be very successful in Europe. A snow-making ma
chine was also purchased that year but proved to be difficult because it 
still required weather that was cold enough to operate, 28 degrees was 
needed. The machines were expensive to purchase and the whole system 
had "bugs" in it. Insurance also became a problem as the rates were high 
for such a "risky" activity as skiing and extra, well-trained staff was 
needed. In 1978, fund-raising goals were met, the facility expanded, and 
the west slope was dedicated.

Skiing at Arrowhead was great fun and appeared to be a big success 
but it was not really tenable. In the early 1980s, Van Lenten knew it was 
not going to be possible to keep the skiing going. The winters were milder 
and the snow-making machines were costly to operate. The machines used 
gasoline, the cost of which had been rising since the OPEC oil embargo of 
1973. The skiing that once made money for the camp, was just not fea
sible anymore and came to an end after the 1985-86 season.

GYMNASTICS GAINS POPULARITY IN THE 1970s

In 1971, many anti-war demonstrations were going on. On television, 
bigoted Archie Bunker of the sitcom "All in the Family" was constantly 
belittling his liberal son-in-law whom he called "meathead." Life went on 
in Monmouth County and there was a growing trend towards athletic 
pursuits for health and enjoyment.

The sport of gymnastics was gaining in popularity, especially for girls. 
In 1971, a new pavilion for the activity opened at Camp Arrowhead. John 
Bird, a coach at Flenry Hudson Regional High School and director of gym
nastics at Arrowhead starting in 1967, stated that gymnastics is "excellent

Fl
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New Jersey Governor Christine Todd 
Whitman speaking to Camp Arrowhead 
campers at the July 1997 Rededication.

A newspaper clipping from June 1970 
describes the opening of the Bayshore 
Branch Center of the Community 
YMCA. John C. Mitchell Jr., the 
extension director is on the right.

New Jersey Governor Christine Todd 
Whitman with 1996-97 Capital 
Campaign Chairperson J. Peter 
Skirkanich

BACKGROUND LEADING TO THE BIRTH
OF THE FAMILY SERVICES BRANCH

By the late 1960s, the rising rate of substance abuse and addiction, es
pecially in the teenage population, had reached a crisis point. The nation 
experienced horrifying tragedies with the assassinations of Dr. Martin 
Luther King and Robert Kennedy, both in 1968. The Vietnam War contin

ued to escalate with the Tet offensive.

A weakening family structure in the United States created increased 
need for guidance to cope with the overwhelming challenges of a chang
ing world. More counseling services and recreational facilities became a 
priority that The Community YMCA would address. The programs for 
youth in Northern Monmouth County began with various groups enter
ing into partnership with The Community YMCA as an extension pro
gram.

A newly formed extension committee of The Community YMCA was 
announced in 1968. An article in The Daily Register on March 4, said: 
"Residents of Northern Monmouth County and the Bayshore communi
ties are entering into full partnership with The Community YMCA here, 
and programs and activities will be steadily increased in the months 
ahead." The steering committee, chaired by Calvin Bell, consisted of edu
cators, homemakers, clergy and business people from Matawan, Keyport, 
Holmdel, Hazlet and Union Beach. They would utilize various existing 
facilities in the communities until a home could be found. Virginia 
Christinat, a homemaker and dedicated Community YMCA volunteer 
over the years, was a member of the steering committee. She has helped 
with research and development of the Bayshore Multi Service Center.

A group called "Operation Teens" was organized. Young people from 
Northern Monmouth County towns met twice a month to plan special events 
including skating trips, swimming parties, folk music concerts, and a car rally.
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Commwmty YMCA Opens 
Bayshore Branch Center
MATAWAN — The commu

nity YMCA expanded its ser
vices into the Bayshore Tues
day, opening its Bayshore 
Branch in the former educa
tion building of the United 
Methodist Church of Mata
wan.

John C. Mitchell Jr., exten
sion director, was in charge 
of.the move into the Y's new 
quarters at 151 Main St. Use 
of the building was donated 
by the Farmers and Mer
chants National Bank

Mr. Mitchell plans to have 
programs in operation from 
ihe Y’s first extension head- 
ouarters as soon as renova
tions to the building are com
plete.

On hand to witness the 
move Tuesday were, besides 
Mr. Mitchell, Charles C. 
Schock Jr., president of the 
Farmers and Merchants Na
tional Bank, and Milton Gale, 
chairman of the Y’s Bayshore 
extension committee.

The move Into the extension 
coincided with a move by the 
main staff into the new Com
munity YMCA building on 
Maple Ave. in Red Bank.

7
'Y* EXTENSION — Bayshore Branch of Community YMCA has opanod in for
mer oducation building of Unifed Methodist Church of Matawan, 151 Main St. 
Use of building was donated by farmers and Morchanfs National Bank of Mata
wan. Shown here are Milton Gale, loft, chairman of 'Y' Bayshore Extension Com
mittee; Farmers and Merchants President Charles C. Schock Jr., and John C. 
Mitchell Jr., extension director. (Register Staff Photo)

as an all-round sport requiring timing, coordination and skill and is excel
lent for building individual confidence and for encouraging team spirit. 
After Bird's death in 1978, the Gymnastics Pavilion was re-named in his 
honor.

When Bill Van Lenten retired in 1987, Arrowhead had grown from a 
simple day camp to the Arrowhead-Bayshore Branch of the Community 
YMCA with an average of 1,700 children between seven and 14 using the 
facilities each summer.

Bill Van Lenten summed things up by saying: "Within the framework 
of the total Y, I think that the growth of Arrowhead was characterized by 
struggle, low budgets and that in itself is a losing proposition. But the 
thing that made it was again, that lay structure ...how the people helped, 
how this guy helped, how that guy helped."

The Arrowhead pool was renovated in 1986 thanks to a generous do
nation from from Mrs. Edna Schock. The Schock family made contribu
tions over the years. Also, in 1986, the nursery school began what is now 
the Arrowhead Day Care Center.

In the 1990s, The Arrowhead Branch continued its summer day camp 
programs but also added many child care services. In 1993, The Children's 
Center of Matawan opened, a state licensed year-round child care facility 
operated by The Arrowhead Branch. This facility was made possible by 
the efforts of volunteers including Virginia Christinat, Andy DeMaio, Bob 
DeSantis and Jay Patock.

Campers from 50 towns attended Arrowhead's summer programs in 
1996, and the branch started a new low ropes program and hired a full- 
time nature specialist for the camp.

The new Skirkanich Aquatics Center was dedicated in 1997, and New 
Jersey Governor Christine Todd Whitman was the guest of honor at the 
ceremony. A Huber Nature Lodge, Elsas Lodge, and Eisenberg Lodge are 
planned and construction is to begin soon.

Throughout the 1990s, Arrowhead exceeded its Reach Out to Youth 
(ROTY) campaign goals. Events such as annual golf tournaments that 
started in the 1980s and continue in the present to raise funds to help 
send children to camp who could otherwise not afford to do so.

The Arrowhead branch that "once upon a time" was a potato farm has 
grown tremendously and has provided opportunities for thousands of 
children. The branch will move forward with continued services into the 
millennium. And as Arrowhead grew, the seeds of the third branch of 
The Community YMCA, The Family Services Branch were planted. Ju :..W

Oh
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FAMILY SERVICES OPERATIONS BEGIN - 1974

An advisory board of The Community YMCA's Arrowhead-Bayshore 
Branch was formed in 1974. The group began to search for a building in 
the Bayshore area to house offices for "counseling, referral services and 
group program opportunities for teenagers and adults."

Members of the Family Services 
Branch's first Advisory Board. Seated 
left to right: Patricia Serkos, Madeline 
Tracey, Marge LeQuier, Virgina 
Christina!, and Barbara Lumia who 
was chairperson. Standing from left to 
right are: Lee Penecek, Bob Parker of 
the staff, Chester Schneider, Jim 
Murray of the staff, Gordon Stetz, and 
Leo Moran.

only with the Bayshore facility for a few years, 
m Jams nursery
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Several programs under the auspices of The Community YMCA ex
isted in the Bayshore area prior to that time including a successful Indian 
Guide Program for fathers and sons in Matawan. Camp Arrowhead in 
Marlboro, already servicing the Bayshore would add additional bus stops 
for the summer so that more children from that area could attend the 
camp.

In 1970, John C. Mitchell, extension director hired by the Y in 1968, 
aided in organizing the move into a home for the Bayshore Branch Center 
as it was called then. The Community YMCA opened the facility in the 
former education building of the United Methodist Church of Matawan, 
an older house located at 151 Main Street. Teenagers in T-shirts and bell
bottom jeans got together and worked to fix up the 151 Main Street house 
under the watchful supervision of Y organizers. The Farmers and Mer
chants National Bank of Matawan donated the use of the building. This 
move was coincidentally at about the same time as The Red Bank Branch's 
move into their new building on Maple Avenue.

THE MERGER OF CAMP ARROWHEAD
AND THE BAYSHORE EXTENSION IN 1971

A significant event took place in 1971 that changed the course of the 
history of The Community YMCA and paved the way for today's third 
branch now known as The Community YMCA Family Services. The 
merger of The Arrowhead Branch and The Bayshore Extension was an
nounced by Lewis C. Kleinhans III, president of the Board of Directors. 
Bill Van Lenten was named head of the merged Arrowhead-Bayshore 
Branch and the administrative offices were to be located at 151 Main Street, 
Matawan.

The newly-formed facility would service Matawan Borough and Town
ship, upper Holmdel, Hazlet Township, Keyport, Union Beach, and 
Keansburg. The Red Bank Branch would continue to serve primarily Red 
Bank, Shrewsbury, New Shrewsbury (now Tinton Falls), Little Silver, Fair 
Haven, Rumson, Middletown, lower Holmdel, Highlands, and Atlantic 
Highlands.

A dynamic young man named Miles Overholt who previously worked 
at the Camden Y was hired in 1972 as program director of the newly 
merged Arrowhead-Bayshore Branch of The Community YMCA. Overholt 
had experience working with teens and said: "Today's teenagers need to 
become involved. An affluent society and an unusually large amount of 
unstructured leisure time leave many of today's youth at loose ends with 
themselves and with their community ... We at The Community YMCA 
in the Bayshore area wish to create a climate of caring - so that teenagers 
will feel free to grow and to be themselves in a deepening involvement 
with others."

Although Overholt was
he started many excellent programs including the Gyi 
school in Matawan that is still in operation today.

"A STRONG COMMUNITY PARTNERSHIP"

The feeling was that youth in the area were not getting needed services 
but thanks to a "strong community partnership" things would now im
prove. Programs were put into action to provide counseling and employ
ment opportunities for young people.

In August of 1974, a remarkable man named James H. Murray was 
hired by The Community YMCA. He possessed the knowledge, talent, 
and enthusiasm to implement the excellent groundwork accomplished 
by the board members. Jim Murray, who came from Albany, New York, 
nurtured and fine-tuned the Bayshore-Arrowhead Branch and made it 
into the outstanding social service organization that has helped so many 
teens and adults.

In 1974, Murray was the only social worker at Bayshore Multi Service 
Center, an agency that had an annual budget of only $ 45,000. By 1994, the 
center had a budget of $ 1.7 million per year and employed 42 full-time 
staff members. Today, Murray continues to run the well-oiled but always 
compassionate branch of the Y that is now officially called The Commu
nity YMCA Family Services. As The Community YMCA commemorates 
its 125th anniversary in 1999, the Family Services Branch celebrates its 
25th birthday. In such a short period of time, the Matawan based branch 
has accomplished so much.

When operations of the agency began in 1974, Jim Murray's office was 
in the kitchen of a church parsonage in Keyport. The agency then moved 
to an office at a shopping center in Hazlet where the agency operated 
from 1975-1976. The first sizable grant came that year from the State Law 
Enforcement Planning Agency for $100,000.
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A Counseling Session of the Youth 
Employment Training Program, 1984.

Through programs like the NYPUM 
Mini-Bike Program pictured here c. 1979, 
The Bayshore Youth and Family Services 
(now Family Services) "serves youth 
effectively."

Jim Murray describes outreach services 
in an article from The Independent 
from October 8, 1986.

In its early years, the branch offered a comprehensive employment train
ing program for high school drop-outs from the Bayshore area. This pro
gram was a collaborative effort with Brookdale Community College and 
the Monmouth County employment office. The program was funded for 
four years with Federal CETA funds. Over 75 youths successfully com
pleted the program and received employment/G.E.D.'s and 50% of them 
went on to college. The program ended because of changes in the federal 
funding guidelines.

When David J. Lewis left The Community YMCA in 1977 after 12 suc
cessful years as executive secretary, he expressed his feeling that one of 
his proudest achievements was the formation of the Youth Services Bu
reau. In The Sunday Register, May 15, 1977, he said that the bureau is 
"unique in terms of cooperative participation at four governmental lev
els, and also is unique in that five municipalities have joined together to 
provide service for a common need. It wasn't easy to get this kind of co
operation."

From 1978 until 1986, the Bayshore Youth and Family Services oper
ated from a Keyport Victorian house on Elizabeth Street. In 1978, the 
branch received its first grant from the N.J. Department of Human Ser
vices, Division of Youth and Family Services for $11,000 was received. 
Later this would grow to the current funding grant of 1.3 million dollars.

In 1979 a grant was received from the N.J. Department of Health for 
Substance Abuse Treatment and by 1981, the branch was licensed by the 
N.J. Dept, of Health as an Outpatient Ambulatory Drug Free Clinic.

In 1986, the space shuttle Challenger exploded and the tragedy that 
killed seven stunned the country. In baseball, the Mets defeated the Bos
ton Red Sox, 4 to 3, in the World Series. America celebrated The Statue of 
Liberty's 100th birthday. Former film actor, Ronald Reagan was president. 
Cable television and music videos became common in more and more 
homes. Along with all the changes came complicated ways of life and 
increased stress. Drug and alcohol addictions were on the rise everywhere
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The "Bayshore Youth and Family Services" as it was named then of- 
r.o-fee basis for youth up to 18 years of age. Offices 

■ — ------------------ -
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But child, drugs or alcohol arc 
al- involved."

Until recently, he said, 
many people believed that 
drug and alcohol problems 
were restricted to the lower 
social classes

fered services on a i a o_. 
were also located at Keyport's Borough Hall Annex, the Union Beach Board 
of Education Building and the Matawan Borough Board of Education 
Building.

Programs included outreach ventures such as the NYPUM Project (Na
tional YMCA Program Using Mini-Bikes), counseling and referrals, edu
cational programs such as Positive Parenting seminars, employment coun
seling and job assistance. The purpose of the bureau was stated as fol
lows: 1. To assist youth experiencing difficulties in social, family, and per
sonal relationships to avoid possible conflict with the law. 2. To work 
with youth involved in the court system, particularly the juvenile in need 
of supervision (JINS) and first offenders, in order to prevent further court 
involvement.

Murray, a certified social 
worker, said he is concerned 
about the rising incidence of 
_. jl abuse-es
pecially among pre teens

Education, he said is the 
rray key to stemming the tide ol 
ross- substance abuse

"We live in a drug orient 
ed society." he said "Il's all 
around us

"You have a headache’.’ 
te a drug 'i ou want to 
* weight? lake a drug 

( an t sleep ' Take a drug
“There s no getting 

around it. he said "Drugs 
are everywhere "

In addition to in-housc 
counseling BYES offers pro

designed to help in- 
tals groups, and 
•s deal with separa

tion and divorce, academic 
performance, depression, 
and sex-related problems

The agency also provides 
an employee assistance pro
gram to help employers deal 
their workers personal 
problems

"That’s really not true ' 
he said "We have several  
clients who come here from about the rising u 
white collar professional drug and alcohol 
backgrounds

"We serve people with all 
kinds of problems." Mun 
said, "and we serve a cross
section of the community "

Because BYFS, a branch 
of the Community YMCA, is 
funded in Dart by the com- ... , 
munilies which it serves. . 
Murray said, the agency and 
its clients do not suffer from 
the kind of prejudice which 
often afflicts outreach pro 
grams.

Still, he said, a certain 
sugma ,salU,cl>.'dII. drag 
and alcohol related prob- jjvidua 
Jems In an effort to reduce f.liniiu,c 
the effects of the stigma. 
BYSE stresses anonymity in 
all of its programs

But. he said, some clients 
are still unwilling or unable 
to visit the agency In an ef
fort to reach those clients. 
BYES staff members often 
visit clients' homes

Bayshore Youth and Family Services provides outreach

Agency offers help with social problems
By Seamus McGraw 

MATAWAN
Bayshore Youth and Fam

ily Services has been pro 
viding counseling and com 
munity outreach programs 
to Bayshore residents for the 
more than 15 years

Under the supervision of 
Executive Director Jim 
Murray. BYSE provides a 
wide range ol services, in
cluding drug and alcohol 
counseling and educations, 
family support, and Vietnam 
veterans’ programs

Founded in 1970 as a teen- H 
outreach program. BYSE E3 
has developed into a major “ 
counseling and referral ser
vice for a host of social prob
lems

"We do not deal strictly 
with drug and alcohol prob 
lems." Murray said. "Be' 
we find that drugs and a. 
cohol are often involved in 
other problems "

"In many cases." Murray 
said, "we will find that when 
a parent has problems with a
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Jim Murray, left, executive director of the 
then Bayshore Youth & Family Services, 
and George Hunt, associate director, 
outside the agency's home at 166 Main 
Street, Matawan when it opened in 1986.

Judith Rothrock, a therapist at Family 
Services for many years counsels a 
client.

home for the agency which was in existence as an outreach program since 
1974. Now the agency could truly develop and expand. Through captial 
campaign efforts, the attic of the agency's house at 166 Main St. was reno
vated to provide additional office space.

During the 1980s, the branch expanded its services throughout 
Monmouth County with emphasis on in-home treatment services. Con
tracts were established with DYFS youth who had histories of emotional 
abuse or neglect.

In the 1990s, Family Services doubled its budget and added an Inten
sive Outpatient Substance Abuse Program for adolescents, Family Advo- 
cacy/Case Management for at-risk youth, and a Mentoring Program for 
disadvantaged youth. Additional staff for the Child Visitation Program, 
and for the Family Preservation Program were added.

In 1998, over 1,000 unduplicated clients were served, and in 1999, The 
Family Services Branch began a new Foster Care Program. No one was 
turned away because of inability to pay and almost 100% of the youth 
served needed subsidy.

WHAT'S IN A NAME?

The name "Bayshore Youth and Family Services" was often being con
fused by the public with other agencies in the area because of similar names 
and a new official title was needed. Also, many people did not realize 
that the agency is a full-fledged branch of The Community YMCA.

In 1996, the branch's name was officially changed to "The Community 
YMCA Family Services." In his reflections of the year 1997, Executive Di
rector James J. Murray expressed the following: "Our reaffirmation of our 
long history as a Community YMCA Branch appears to have destigmatized 
participation in our servcies as well as improved the community percep
tion of the branch as a county-wide provider of human services."

Using a giant pair of scissors, Carol 
Gallagher cuts the ribbon as the new 
"attic" offices are opened at The 
Bayshore Youth and Family Services 
Branch in Matawan. On the right is 
Joseph Lucarelli, while on the left 
Monmouth County Board of Chosen 
Freeholders Tom Powers and Ted 
Narozanick look on.
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and Monmouth County was no exception. Families were in crisis and coun
seling services were needed.

Many people who had served in the Vietnam War were experiencing 
difficulties being back in a society that did not seem to fully appreciate 
them. Mental Health Services were added to the Bayshore Youth and Fam
ily Services including counseling services for Vietnam veterans.

In 1986, an old Victorian house at 166 Main Street in Matawan was 
acquired by The Community YMCA and would become the home for 
Family Services. The house was purchased from a longtime board mem
ber and member of the Board of Trustees Joseph Lucarelli and Dorothea 
Lucarelli.

The Lucarellis had purchased the property for the Y after a search for a 
suitable building in the Bayshore area. The Y immediately fixed up the 
property and installed the Bayshore Youth and Family Services Branch 
there. Title was taken, subject to a purchase money mortgage to the 
Lucarellis in the amount of $10,000 which amount they subsequently for
gave as a gift to The Community YMCA. This was the first permanent
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Chapter VII

On Maple Avenue

A postcard view of the splendid trees that

The GALA Committee poses on the 
staircase at Family Services for the fourth 
annual dinner dance fund-raiser that was 
held on May 1, 1998. Left to right: 
Jacqueline Royal, Richard M. Maser 
(chair) Brenda M. Helt, Esq., Arleen Fina, 
Kathy Lockwood, Kelly A. Erhardt, Esq., 
Mollie Giamanco, Mary Jane Maser.
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According to Murray, "The key to success in this changing world is the 
ability to evolve and meet the demands of a new environment." There is 
no doubt that The Community YMCA Family Services has accomplished 
this in its quarter century of service and will continue to do so into the 
milennium. Although the branch has been known as a "silent hero," its 
outstanding record of service to the community is helping to break that 
silence.

The newest branch of The Community YMCA's sturdy family tree has 
grown from seed to successful branch at an astonishing rate of speed!

CHALLENGES OF THE 1960s

In the 1960s, The YMCA, with its roots in London during the Industrial 
Revolution, would now need to adapt in response to a social revolution 
in America. That turbulent decade of change and conflict was also a time 
when the nation began to come together and all things seemed possible.

In 1963, the Reverend Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. presented his "I have 
a dream" speech and described his vision for racial equality in the United 
States. Americans were divided in their opinions about the Vietnam War 
and the "peace and love" generation emerged. People began to take no
tice of problems that could destroy the environment.

By the late '60s, race riots exploded first in the cities, and then in the 
suburbs. Although there were some protests, things remained fairly calm 
in the Red Bank area. However, the need for better recreational facilities, 
especially for young people of all races and creeds, was undeniable.

If the headquarters of The Community YMCA on Riverside Avenue  
was going to keep pace with the times, a new location was necessary. On u„ed Maple Avenue, Red Bank, c. 1905

/
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! Newspaper article from 1967 about the 
second phase of the find-raising 
campaign for a new Y.

MOVING MOUNTAINS AND BUILDING BUILDINGS

The report said that the augmentation of The Community YMCA over 
the years has been "interrupted and troubled" and has been "difficult 
and often uncertain." At the time of the 1961 study, Mrs. Catherine Huber 
was the chair of the Long Range Planning Committee. Mrs. Huber and 
her group listened carefully to the suggestions outlined by the National 
Council and worked to set plans for fund-raising into action. The conclu
sion of the 1961 study said, "The matter is clearly in the hands of the 
Board of Directors. Experience in the past has shown that strong faith, a 
burning desire, hard work and much prayer can move mountains . .. and 
build buildings."

Thanks to a dedicated team of Y professionals and volunteers who 
worked together, The Community YMCA did manage to move some 
mountains and to create the facility on Maple Avenue that is still in use 
today and ever being improved and expanded.

When The Riverside Y building was sold to the Baptist Estates and de
molished in 1966, the Daily Register reported that "A landmark will come 
down but two will be gained in the bargain." This referred to the modem 
12-story retirement facility called the Navesink House that was built at 
the 40 Riverside Avenue Y site and the building that the Y would con
struct at 166 Maple Avenue.

It would be the first time that The Community YMCA would have a 
permanent custom-made building that was not previously a house or a 
store. There was great excitement about the new Y and especially the huge 
indoor swimming pool that would be the "centerpiece" of the facility.

The Y headquarters were moved to temporary locations including a 
rented office at 12 Broad Street, the Red Bank First Methodist Church, 
Camp Arrowhead, and private homes. The former Kozachok residence,

Red Bank's Maple Avenue, a picturesque, wide, old tree-lined street with 
stately old homes, a parcel of land would become available. The land was 
in the approximate geographical center of town. The dream of a new home 
for the Red Bank Branch of The Red Bank Community YMCA would be
come a reality. A study conducted in 1961 by the Central Atlantic Area's 
office of the National Council of the Young Men's Christian Associations 
determined that the Riverside building was rapidly becoming "out
moded" and "antiquated." The lot (86 foot frontage and about 225 feet to 
the cliff and another 100 feet to the river in the back) was called one of the 
most desirable in the Red Bank area because it was on the water. But the 
report underscored that "Unfortunately, the lot is impossibly small to 
house a new YMCA."

The study predicted that soon growth "at a phenomenal rate" in the 
population of the Red Bank area, including an increase of the minority 
populations, would require a new, larger and more centrally located build
ing for The Community YMCA, then known as "The Community YMCA 
of the Shrewsbury River Area." They also recommended a new name that 
would add more service areas and officially include the Bayshore area.

one of the structures occupying the Maple Avenue site of the new Y was 
used as a temporary office for the Association after it was acquired and 
before its final demolition to make way for the new Y. Plans for the new 
building were carried out from these locations.

In 1965, David J. Lewis, a 42-year-old Y professional had been named 
to the position of general secretary. Lewis is credited with operating The 
Community YMCA smoothly and supervising the fund-raising that made 
the new building a reality. The initial fund-raising efforts were led by such 
men as Jacob R.V.M. Lefferts and George V. Coe Jr. In May of 1967, phase 
two of the fund-raising campaign for the new building got under way. 
Evan William Jahos, president, named six of his board members to be lead
ers of the effort and more than one hundred people would be working 
under these leaders on the special gifts campaign.

The cost of the new facility was estimated to be about $920,000 and 
additional funds for improvements to Arrowhead brought the total 
amount to slightly more than $1 million. Notable gifts were received, with 
the largest single contribution coming from The Bodman Foundation 
whose founders, George and Louise Bodman, had served as directors of 
The Community YMCA. The new swimming pool would be called "The 
Bodman Pool."

The story of the acquisition of the Maple Avenue real estate begins in 
1966 when property on Maple Avenue was purchased from the Hadley's 
and came with an easement from the New York and Long Branch Rail
road Co. which provided access to Pearl Street in the rear. The Hadley 
property was going to be developed for use as apartments, but when the 
borough did not approve the project, the parcel again became available. 
Two adjacent properties would also be acquired by the "Y." One was the 
property of Luba Kozachok, purchased on September 26, 1968 and the

CAMPAIGN MEETING — Evan William Jahos, president of Red Bank Community 
YMCA, seated center, and his newly appointed leadership group of special gifts cam
paign for proposed n ow "Y" building. Seated, left to right, are Peter Hetaler, Rum
son; Mr. Jahos, Red Bank; Lewis C. Kleinhans III, Navesink; Bruce G. Coe, Fair Ha
ven; standing, left, Chester Apy, Little Silver, and, right, Samuel B. Boynton Jr., Lo
cust.

Second Phase of Fund Drive 
Of Red Bank 4Y’ Under Way
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"Away We Go"- In Oct. 1968, Miss 
Dibben looks on as her house is moved 
across Maple Avenue to make room for 
the new Y.

N'. .:

other was obtained from Miss Ruth R. Dibbin on November 4,1968. Both 
properties were needed for additional frontage on Maple Avenue. Ground 
was broken for The Community YMCA's new home in late 1968.

GIANT STEPS AT THE END OF THE DECADE

In 1969, American astronaut Neil Armstrong became the first man to 
step onto the Moon and made his unforgettable statement: "That's one 
small step for man, one giant leap for mankind." Meanwhile, in Red Bank, 
The Community YMCA had taken some giant steps that could even be 
called leaps by the end of the 1960s.

Before the opening of the new building, a task force of long-range plan
ners was named in September 1969 by The Community YMCA's Presi
dent Lewis C. Kleinhans III to study and define the objectives of the new 
Y. The leaders of the task force were Evan William Jahos, Frederick Forrest, 
Richard L. Johnson Sr., and Douglas R. Burke. They went out into the 
community to find answers to such perplexing questions as: "How can 
The Community YMCA best accomplish the YMCA's objective of pro-

THE TALE OF MISS DIBBIN'S HOUSE
The Kozachok property was purchased without problems, but Miss 

Dibbin was reluctant to sell. Having lived in Red Bank all her life in her 
family's charming home on Maple Avenue, it was understandably hard 
for her to think of leaving it. She also owned several other small parcels of 
land including a vacant lot on the east side of Maple Avenue.

As the Y board became convinced that the Dibben property was needed 
for the frontage of the new building, they made her a good offer but the 
strong-willed Miss Dibben rejected it. She wanted to spend the rest of her 
days in that house and she had made up her mind. Finally, however, a 
compromise was suggested and both parties involved would soon live 
"happily ever after!" If Miss Dibben's house were to be moved to her 
property across the street, she could still live in it and the Y could have 
the property that they needed.

Reverend Ed Cheney, pastor of the United Methodist Church of Red 
Bank where Miss Dibben belonged, was a member of the Y board. Through 
Rev. Cheney's gentle urging and the legal expertise of vice president 
Chester Apy, Miss Dibben agreed to have her house moved at the Y's 
expense. The Red Bank Borough Council amended an ordinance to make 
the move possible, the first (and last!) house moving in Red Bank in many 
years.

The house had to be detached from its foundation and the Victorian 
front porch needed to be removed, but otherwise the structure was left 
intact. Legend has it that although Miss Dibben was advised to pack her 
china and knickknacks, they remained on the shelves while the house 
was moved across Maple Avenue by truck in October 1968. Supposedly, 
not a single one broke! So ends the true tale of Miss Dibben's house. She 
was happy and the plans for The Community YMCA's new building could 
move forward. A POOL FOR ALL SEASONS

The building was designed as the first part of a master plan for devel
opment. One of the main features that the community was very excited 
about was the indoor swimming pool that would be the first one in the 
area open to all persons. The six lane pool would measure 42 x 75 feet 
with a depth range from 3 1/2 to 12 feet.

The story of the "pouring" of the new pool became a newsworthy event. 
The pouring had to be postponed six times during the Winter of 1970 
because of inclement weather. The weather conditions needed to be just 
right before the job could be accomplished. The pool was to be of "mono
lithic construction" which the construction foreman explained as placing 
the concrete in one continuous operation to insure a watertight pool. When L 
all systems were go in March 1970 on "pour day," the job took twenty 
men eleven hours to complete. More than 800,000 pounds of concrete were 
pumped from truck to pool.
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l .MCA Pool Is ‘Poured’
A newspaper clipping about the pouring 
of the new Y pool.

moting interracial understanding?" "How can we best arrange bus trans
portation to the new building from outlying areas?" "What is our phi
losophy of membership in the YMCA?" and "Should we consider a merger 
with other Ys in the county?" The merger question is one that comes up 
from time to time. (Today, there are only two Ys in Monmouth County - 
The Community YMCA and The YMCA of Western Monmouth County 
in Freehold. The Shore Area YMCA located in Asbury Park closed in 1994.)

Women were taking an active role in the fund-raising and organization 
of the new Y. They weren't just baking cookies and serving lemonade like 
their mothers and grandmothers were relegated to do in the early years 
of the century. The times were changing and women's rights, really an 
ongoing issue from earlier times, were gaining recognition by the end of 
the 1960s. An April 2, 1969, Advisor article titled "Y fetes women volun
teer workers" describes how women representing a mixture of ages were 
not only stuffing envelopes but also working on "complicated audit pro
cedures." Mrs. Wilbur Force was the YMCA campaign office manager 
and her crew included a trio of sisters - Mrs. Charles Jost, Mrs. Edward 
Swikart Jr., and Mrs. Howell Jr.

After the priorities for the new facility were determined by the board 
of directors, the awesome responsibility of planning the building was 
turned over to a team of talented people. The Building Committee of The 
Community YMCA was headed at first by Rev. Edward B. Cheney, former 
pastor of the United Methodist Church in Red Bank, and then by Chester 
Apy who was vice president of the Association at that time.

Two architects "translated dreams into blueprints." Richard Boyken of 
the firm of Boyken and Fessler, Holmdel, worked in cooperation with 
Robert Christensen of the YMCA's National Building and Furnishing Ser
vice. This service gives assistance to local architects in "developing plans 
and specifications that have been tried and proven in YMCAs throughout 
the country." The contract for construction of the new building was 
awarded to the Patock Construction Company, Tinton Falls.
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The Community YMCA's splendid new 
Red Bank Branch on Maple Avenue as it 
looked when it opened in the Fall of 
1970. Many of the lovely old trees in the 

front, reminiscent of the early days of the 
historic avenue were preserved.

Bank Regional High School swim team and the physical education de
partment of Brookdale Community College used the pool. The pool re
mained busy all day with everything from swimming classes for pre-school 
"Tadpoles" to SCUBA diving groups who met in the evenings. The Com
munity YMCA has great competitive swim teams but the emphasis is al
ways on good health and sportsmanship, not merely on winning. The 
learn-to-swim and water safety classes were of great importance and re
main so today.

Many innovative fitness and personal improvement programs were 
launched at the new Red Bank Branch of The Community YMCA on Maple 
Avenue by 1974, the centennial year for the Red Bank Association. Pro
grams like JOY aerobics, The Y's Way to a Healthy Back, yoga, post
mastectomy swim classes and disco dancing lessons were offered for 
adults. Swim classes were organized for both physically and mentally 
challenged clients, both youths and adults. Besides the ever-popular leam- 
to-swim programs, children could now take lesssons in guitar, karate, and 
even disco dancing. The new Y was now very different from its predeces
sor back in 1874, where a group of men would sit rigidly for Bible read
ings and revival meetings.

The Community YMCA in 1970 also reached out to the community as 
part of such activities as Martin Luther King Jr. Observance Weekend, the 
Monmouth Draft Counseling Center, and the Shore P.O.W. Action Com
mittee, all reflecting the history of the time. Working together, the 
Monmouth Adult Education Council, the County Welfare Board, and The 
Community YMCA conducted high school equivalency classes in Math 
and English for more than 50 adults with care provided for their children.

THE SURGE OF THE SEVENTIES

Along with the opening of the Maple Avenue Y, came the surge of the 
1970s that brought many new programs to the Association. In 1973, the 
cease-fire agreement that ended the United States' role in the Vietnam 
War was signed. President Richard M. Nixon resigned in 1974 after the 
pressures of Watergate. VCRs appeared in homes for the first time and 
the home video craze began. "Saturday Night Fever" was a trend setting 
box-office hit in the latter part of the decade.

The public developed a renewed interest in health and fitness and stop 
smoking programs began. The importance of leisure time as a chance for 
healthy activities was evident in Monmouth County.

There were a few minor setbacks but when the pool opened, it was an 
immediate sensation! Early in the morning, both the newly formed Red

"We're Happy" - Youth from The 
Community YMCA's Camp Arrowhead 
are delighted with progress made on 
construction of the new Y on Maple 
Avenue, July 1969.

When the new building was ready to open, The Community YMCA 
president Lewis C. Kleinhans, Ill who was elected in 1967, stated his goals 
in a special YMCA New Building Supplement to The Daily Register on 
November 2, 1970. Mr. Kleinhans stressed the need for good programs 
and he hoped "that what we have here will help to bring about a better 
understanding between the black and white people in our area. 1 expect 
The Community Y to become truly involved in the life of the community 
including the problems as well as its benefits."

David J. Lewis, executive secretary of The Community YMCA viewed 
the new building as providing a "place for people of different races and 
economic backgrounds to build natural relationships with one another in 
the shared experiences of Y activities." Mrs. H. Ernest Thompson who 
was chair of the Y's Voluntary Leadership Committee said that "working 
with Dave is a unique experience. His imaginative and efficient approach 
to this work as well as his appreciative attitude keeps all our volunteers 
happy."

—-S’.
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A pictorial tribute to aquatics 
at the Red Bank Branch of The 
Community YMCA, from the 
1970s to the present, including 
swimming instruction, water 
safety classes and competitive 
swim meets.
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An Invitation To You...

Fitness Activities in the 1970s - Working 
out in the weight room, c. 1970s.

Supplement to The Daily Register - 
YMCA Flew Building Supplement, 
"An Invitation to You..." 11/2/70

1974 CENTENNIAL 
MEMORABILIA

YMCA New Building Supplement 
REGISTER

p^and

THE CENTENNIAL AND NEW LEADERSHIP

In 1974, former Monmouth County Assemblyman Chester Apy was 
elected president of The Community YMCA succeeding John H. Gauch 
who served for two years. The election was held at the Centennial An
nual Meeting of the YMCA held at Camp Arrowhead. As a special fea
ture of the Centennial Celebration, former YMCA presidents attended 
and were given recognition for their dedication to serving the Associa
tion. Attending were Freeholder Director Joseph C. Irwin who served as 
president from 1947-48, Hugh Alessandroni, 1960-61, Evan W. Jahos, 1967- 
68, Lewis C. Kleinhans III, 1968-72, John H. Gauch, 1972-74, Donald 
Babcock who was also honored for his work as YMCA executive director 
from 1951-57.

At the 104th annual meeting of The Community YMCA in 1978, Charles 
T. Parton was elected president. The late 1970s represents a period of great 
growth for the Association. During 1977-78, enrollments in the Y's pro
grams increased by 30 percent with a major expansion of program ser
vices in the Bayshore area. A capital campaign to raise $800,000 to ex
pand the Red Bank Branch was nearing completion and the board was 
hoping for ground-breaking in the Fall of 1978.

Mr. Parton cited outgoing president Chester Apy for his dedication and 
service to the Y and presented him with the President's Plaque. Apy also 
received the Service to Youth Award at that time for his “continuous ef-
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At the Centennial meeting, plans were announced by the board of di
rectors to proceed with an $850,000 capital expansion program to add a 
gymnasium to the new Red Bank building, to renovate and upgrade Camp 
Arrowhead, and to purchase land to construct an initial phase Y in the 
Bayshore area. As a celebration of the Centennial, a gala poolside party 
was held.
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Bill Dickerson, Red Bank Branch 
executive discusses the progress on the 
new addition to the Maple Avenue 
facility in 1979.
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Climbing ropes in the new gym 
(walking/running track is on upper level).

A NEW ADDITION TO LAUNCH THE '80s

As part of the 1970 master plan, The Community YMCA announced 
that work was underway in January 1980 on the new addition that would 
almost double the size of the existing building and would include the 
much-awaited 7,700 sq. ft. gymnasium. The architect was Richard Boyken 
and the builders were Patock Construction Company of Tinton Falls, the 
same team that did the work on the first phase of the building. According 
to William Dickerson, The Community YMCA’s associate general execu
tive at the time, the new gym would be the only one in the area open to 
the general public.

Revenue from the adult memberships and program fees would pro
vide scholarship assistance for needy youths to use the facility. The Y ad
dition included a basketball court with netting and back stops to allow 
two practice basketball courts, somewhat reminiscent of the old "cage" 
basketball of earlier years.

A feature of the new gym that attracted attention was the walking track 
on a second floor balcony circling above the gym. The air-conditioned 
new indoor course made a hit as running, jogging and walking had gained 
in popularity during the 1970s. Other exciting features of the building 
extension included health club facilities, two racquetball courts, a Uni
versal weight-lifting room and a youth activity room for preschoolers.

The new addition that eventually cost approximately $ 1.6 million was 
dedicated on June 22,1980. Len H. Wilson was appointed executive direc
tor of The Community YMCA, and Cynthia Dunn was elected president 
of the organization.

The year 1980 also marked a phenomenal success story for Y women. 
Five women now held key positions in The Community YMCA. Besides 
president Cynthia Dunn, Virginia Christinat was chairman of the Arrow- 
head-Bayshore Management Committee, Mary Tate held the position of 
board secretary, Marjorie LeQuier was chairman of the Bayshore Youth 
Services Bureau Board of Management and Marjorie Pursell was chair

man of the Red Bank Branch Management Committee. (Pursell would 
later be elected president and served in that role from 1986 to 1988). It 
was a milestone in the history of The Community YMCA, an organiza
tion that was previously run by men.

These volunteer leaders of the "women's regime" came from a wide 
variety of backgrounds. All of them agreed that family came first but 
stressed the importance of involvement in community affairs.

In 1985, Vincent J. Marturano became chief executive officer, followed 
by Richard W. Pollock, in 1992, who continues as C.E.O, today. The chief 
volunteer officers in the 1980s to 1990s included Lawrence White (1982- 
83) who followed Cynthia Dunn (1980-82), Marjorie Pursell (1986-88), Bob 
DeSantis (1988-90), Barry Davall (1993-94), Andrew DeMaio (1994-95), 
Margean Gladysz (1995-97) and Carol Patock (1997 to present).

According to Chester Apy, chairman of the Association's capital cam
paign, the capital improvement program would continue in the 1980s. He 
stated that The Community YMCA needed to raise an additional $400,000

forts on behalf of Monmouth County's young people." The Y has been a 
family tradition for Apy who also served as a board member and founder 
of the Board of Trustees. His father was active in the Association, and he 
has been an enthusiastic member since his teenage years.

The Community YMCA has always reached out with open arms to 
embrace the community. In the 1970s, the fund-raising campaigns were 
known as sustaining membership drives and the goal in 1974 was $18,000 
for the three branches.

In 1998, the annual support campaign called Reach Out To Youth 
(ROTY) received more than $175,000 in pledges from members of the com
munity enabling The Community YMCA to provide more than $396,000 
in subsidized programs and services. The amounts keep increasing but 
the goal has always been to assist those who do not have the ability to 
pay for programs. No one is turned away because of an inability to pay.
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The Huber therapeutic pool that opened 
in 1992.

"AIN'T NO MOUNTAIN HIGH ENOUGH"
On May 16, 1998, Bob Chen, senior program director, made a dramatic 

entrance by scaling down a climbing wall carrying the ceremonial ribbon 
to be cut at the rededication of The Community YMCA's Red Bank Branch. 
Sounds of the Motown classic "Ain't No Mountain High Enough" could 
be heard playing in the background. Peter Skirkanich, capital campaign 
steering committee chair, cut the ribbon. Members of his commitee were 
Jay Elsas, Charles Callman, Nancy Del Priore, Joseph Lucarelli, David 
Murphy, Joseph Fahey, Bruce Huber, David Weiner, Margean Gladysz, 
John Kay and Richard W. Pollock.

Imagine, if those staunch founders of The Community YMCA from back 
in 1874 could travel forward in time to see this lively ceremony! Those 
nineteenth century men in dark formal suits and top hats might be over
whelmed and bewildered but they would also have to be pleased!

The rededication event marked the completion of the $3.05 million 
Capital Drive, the most successful one in The Community YMCA's his
tory. The Capital Fund Drive that had its "kick off" in 1996 has funded 
renovations and expansion at both the Red Bank and Arrowhead branches 
and increased the Endowment Fund by $1.2 million.

The Red Bank Branch now, in 1999, has increased parking facilities, a 
new free weight room, new locker rooms, a new climbing wall, new sau
nas and steam rooms, a renovated child care center and new teen center 
and the Elizabeth Scudder Spa. In the works are a roller rink for in-line 
skating and roller hockey made possible by a gift from the Red Bank Ro
tary Club, and the Fahey Outdoor Sports Center, which includes the 
Millennium Chemicals basketball courts for outdoor competition.

CONCLUDING THOUGHTS
In 1966, The Community YMCA president, Evan W. Jahos said regard

ing the future: "The job is a big one. It will take the best that each of us has 
to offer in both our time and our resources. It can be done. I am confident 
that it will be done, with the help of members and friends. And when we 
succeed, we will leave a legacy that will enrich the lives of our citizens for 
years to come."

Thirty-three years later, we can say that Mr. Jahos' wishes have come 
true. We leave a legacy that will "enrich the lives of our citizens for years 
to come." The sturdy tree—The Community YMCA with its three strong 
branches, The Red Bank Branch, The Arrowhead Branch, and The Family 
Services Branch—keeps on growing... shooting upward and onward into 
the millennium.

"They Make Y Hum" - August 24, 
1980 - Five women held key positions 
in The Community YMCA. Left to 
Right: Cynthia Dunn, president; 
Virginia Christina!, chairman of the 
Arrowhead-Bayshore Management 
Committee; Mary Tate, secretary; 
Marjorie LeQuier, chairman of the 
Bayshore Youth Services Bureau Board 
of Management, and Marjorie Pursell, 
chairman of the Red Bank Branch 
Management Committee.

to provide programs that would use the new facilities. In addition, future 
plans called for a steam room, massage room and a sauna.

The 1990s, sometimes called the "compassionate" years, also represent 
the computer boom as people learned to travel on "the information high
way." In some ways, perhaps the sedentary computer activities encour
aged many people to become more conscious of their needs for physical 
exercise and for spiritual fullfillment.

The Huber therapeutic pool was opened in 1992. The heated pool that 
is used for physical therapy as well as regular classes and recreation was 
built as an addition adjacent to the Bodman Pool on the north side of the 
Y property. It was named in honor of Catherine G. Huber, a dedicated 
member of the Y Board of Directors for many years.

As the 1990s progressed, The Red Bank Branch continued to expand 
and adapt with the changing times. The excellent water fitness programs 
received recognition for several years as "number one" in the State of 
New Jersey by the United States Water Fitness Association. Physical 
therapy programs were started, and The Red Bank Branch in conjunction 
with the Bayshore Branch received a grant from the State Department of 
Health for the creation of a Minority Achievers' Program. More and more 
people participated in swimmng and water safety classes at the Y in the 
1990s than ever before. The Community YMCA's competitive swim teams 
that gained fame in the 1980s continued to improve and grow during the 
1990s. In 1999, Tom Wilkens, 23, who began swimming for The Commu
nity YMCA at the age of 8, is a national swimming champion and an Olym
pic hopeful for the 2000 games.
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94 • Celebrating 125 Years

The YMCA Heritage Club is a special group of

Vision Statement:

The 2999 225th Anniversary Gala was 
held on April 26, 2999 at the PNC Arts 
Center in Holmdel, New Jersey. 
Pictured from left to right are Richard 
Maser, Gala Committee Chairperson; 
honoree E. Donald Lass; Carol Patock, 
Chief Volunteer Officer; and honorees 
J. Peter Skirkanich and Red Bank Mayor 
Edward J. McKenna.

The Community YMCA 
Heritage Club

men and women who

Seated (left to right): Robert Pursell, Guest of Robert and Marjorie Pursell, Paul Huralt, 
William Kissam, Chester Apy and Sharon Halpin.
Standing (left to right): Vincent Marlurano, William Van Winkle, Lee Callman, Beverly Van 
Winkle, Charles Callman, Marion Huber (front), M. Virginia Christinat, YMCA guest, 
Florence Apy (front), Mildred Schmidt, Marjorie Pursell, Janet Schmidt, Nancy Marlurano, 
Dorothy Kaye, Marguerite Cotton, John Kaye, Dorothy Kissam, Thomas Halpin and Frank Patock.

felt and seen the tremendous impact of the YMCA on people and want to 
ensure that this Heritage is continued for future generations.

The Heritage Club had its beginning in April 1986 with 16 families, 
who qualified for membership in the Club by naming The Community 
YMCA as a beneficiary in their will or their insurance policies, or by mak
ing a substantial gift to the YMCA Endowment Fund. Pictured below are 
the charter members from a 1988 photograph.

By the year 2003 The Community YMCA will be the rec
ognized leader for meeting the needs of youth and families 
in Monmouth County. Its facilities, programs and people will 
be mission driven, values centered and will meet the highest 
standards of quality. Specific initiatives for teens, families and 
seniors will be trademarks of the Association. Every child, 
family and individual will be made aware of the availability 
of the YMCA's programs and services and representative ra
cial ethnic and religious diversity will be emphasized. Strong 
representative volunteer leadership will seek and promote 
collaborative approaches to the accomplishment of its goals.
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